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HOW DID THEY DO IT? 


CITY UNIVERSITY LONDON 
TICKETS: £5 | WEEKLY PASS AVAILABLE 


For a chance to see some of the best 
investigative work, meet the filmmakers and 
come to our networking party. 


BOOK YOUR PLACES ONLINE 


www.tcij.org/filmweek2012 


FILMS 


A film from Mexico which looks at a justice 
system where being innocent isn't enough to 
keep you out of prison. 

Afterwards, a member of the team will answer 
questions about the film and the issues it raises. 


Filmmaker Josh Fox embarks on a cross-country 
odyssey uncovering a trail of secrets, lies and 
contamination. 

Followed by panel discussion with Fiona Harvey 
(Guardian environment correspondent), Jenny 
Banks (energy and climate policy officer WWF) 
and Rob Basto (Frack Off UK). 


A documentary that shows the connection 
between our phones and the civil war in Congo. 
Followed by Q&A with producer Ole Tornbjerg 
and Annie Dunnebacke (senior campaigner, 
conflict resources and Global Witness) about the 
issues raised in the film. 


Followed by Q&A with Terry Bryan, the 
Winterbourne View whistleblower, and Joe Plomin 
who worked on the programme. Eileen Chubb, 
who spoke out against abuse in Bupa care homes, 
will also be on the panel. 


Thriller about a Nebraska cop who outed the UN 
for covering up sex trafficking while serving as a 
peacekeeper in postwar Bosnia. 

Followed by Q&A with Kathryn Bolkovac on 
whose experiences the film is based. 


The David and Goliath struggle between US 
billionaire Donald Trump and a group of Scottish 
homeowners challenging his plans to build a golf 
course on one of Britain's last stretches of wilderness. 
Followed by Q&A with director Anthony Baxter 
on how he went about taking on Donald Trump. 
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ROOTS OF VIOLENT RADICALISATION 


By Gerry Gable 


THE HOUSE OF COMMONS HOME AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE held a day-long conference in December 
on the Roots of Violent Radicalisation, as part of its 
inquiry into the same subject. As editor of Searchlight, | 
was invited to address a workshop on the seriousness of 
the threat from the far right, together with three 
colleagues — Michael Whine of the Community Security 
Trust, which protects the Jewish community, and two 
academics who specialise in researching and analysing 
the far right: Dr Matthew Feldman of Northampton 
University and Professor Nigel Copsey of Teesside 
University. 

Well over 100 delegates and speakers took part. They 
included MPs, academics, senior police officers and 
others in the criminal justice system, local authority 
representatives, voluntary sector workers and overseas 
delegates, all involved in some form or another in 
preventing, analysing or dealing with the consequences 
of violent radicalisation. In line with the majority of 
participants, the speakers on our panel all 
showed a degree of dissatisfaction with the 
Government's Prevent strategy, notwithstanding 
its revision in 2011 to address extreme-right 
terrorism as well as the threat from al-Qaeda 
and like-minded groups and individuals. 

There have been some positives. Some of the 
MPs on the Committee had succeeded in 
getting recognition of the threat posed by the 
current troubles in Northern Ireland and the 
Irish Republic, which have been building over 
the past three years, likewise the danger from 
the English Defence League, albeit very late in 
the day. 

On the other hand, language in the Prevent 
strategy around real or alleged threats from 
Islamic extremism is still feeding the less 
responsible elements in the media which pick up 
and run with it in lurid headlines. And no 
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attention is paid to the growing number of far-right 
groups springing up in the wake of the fragmentation of 
the British National Party. 

One of the keynote speakers was Reverend Jesse 
Jackson, the US civil rights leader. He went away with a 
copy of Searchlight's report on far-right terrorism, Lone 
wolves: myth or reality?, as well as the latest issue of 
Searchlight and a copy of Far-right.com: Nationalist 
Extremism on the Internet, published jointly by 
Searchlight and the Radicalism and New Media Research 
Group at Northampton University. Rev Jackson was 
familiar with Searchlight's fight against fascism over the 
past nearly 50 years, both in the UK and in conjunction 
with US anti-fascists. 

Rev Jackson gave a fighting address to the conference, 
which was held at De Montfort University with the 
support of the Barrow Cadbury Trust. A very successful 
day was rounded off by Dr Dipu Moni MP, the Foreign 
Minister of Bangladesh, who spoke about her country's 


Dr Dipu Moni, Reverend Jesse Jackson and some of the other speakers at the Home Affairs 
Committee conference in Leicester 


experience in fighting for its freedom at a 
terrible cost. 

The Home Affairs Committee will 
publish its report early next year and the 
debate around Prevent is likely to 
continue. 


Beyond the BNP 


The BNP has not gone away but the far- 
right threat is now dispersed over several 
organisations. Searchlight is committed to 
investigating, analysing and reporting the 
more serious developments on the far 
right. Over the past two months we have 
highlighted the growth of the New Right 
Club and lona London Forum. These 
groups have developed their connections 
with extremists in other countries, 
inviting them to their meetings and in 
turn travelling abroad to further their 
cooperation. 

Another danger comes from the English 
Defence League. Its thugs bring terror to 
communities with their protests, and a 
growing number of its members are 
collecting convictions for crimes of 
violence, including one who was jailed in 
December for ten years for deliberately 
setting fire to a mosque in Stoke-on- 
Trent, but behind them are wealthy 
ideologues involved in a wide-ranging, 
international, anti- Muslim network. 
These links were revealed in an exposé 
published by Unite Against Fascism, a 
few days after a first-rate investigation by 
The Sunday Times on 11 December. We 
report these developments in this 
month's magazine. Searchlight is 
continuing to work with journalists and 
media researchers internationally to 
uncover the full extent of the links 
between British fascists and their 
counterparts in other countries, including 
with the Norwegian fascist gunman 
Anders Behring Breivik. 

But it is not only the far-right 
organisations that bring extremists to 
Britain. Searchlight can exclusively reveal 
that the School of Oriental and African 
Studies, which is part of the University of 


London, has invited Jacques Vergés to 
take part in a public debate on 
international justice in February. Vergés, 
known as the Devil's advocate, is the 
lawyer who not only defended the Nazi 
war criminal Klaus Barbie and all manner 
of other notorious mass murderers at 
their trials in court, but seeks out and 
associates with nazis and antisemites. 

On the same day as the Home Affairs 
Committee conference on 13 December, 
a fascist in Florence shot dead two 
Senegalese men and wounded three 
others before killing himself. The 
following day the police in Rome 
rounded up five far-right militants who 
were preparing to carry out assassinations 
of high-profile political and community 
leaders as the first step in a revolutionary 
war. Fortunatély they were caught before 
they could carry out their attacks, unlike 
the Florence fascist and of course unlike 
Breivik. As Searchlight has often 
demonstrated, all these far-right terrorists 
and would-be terrorists, including several 
in the UK who have been caught before 
they could carry out their plans, are in 
contact with each other. They are 
certainly not “lone wolves". 

It is all this ongoing work by our small 
team and the developing stories that 
have caused the delay in publication of 
this month's magazine, for which we 
apologise to readers. However whatever 
the publication date, Searchlight has as 
always brought readers the most 
important up-to-date news from behind 
enemy lines and our analysis of it. For the 
nearly 50 years of its existence 
Searchlight has been intelligence-led and 
will continue along this path. 

On the back page of this magazine is a 
financial appeal for much-need support 
to further our work of gathering 
intelligence and analysing it, and to 
maintain publication of the magazine, to 
directly damage Britain's fascists and keep 
our readers informed. 

Last but not least, we wish our readers 
all the best for the new year. 
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A lawyer who seeks out and associates with nazis and antisemites 
and downplayed the horrors of the Holocaust to defend a Nazi 
war criminal has been invited to take part in a public event at the 
University of London. Jacques Verges will join the distinguished 
international lawyer Martti Koskenniemi in a discussion on 
international justice and the danger of staging show trials. 
Adam Carter looks at whether Vergés has merely given his 
notorious clients the legal representation in court to which 
everyone has a right or has stepped over the line in their support. 


JACQUES VERGES, WHO has been 
invited to speak at an event titled 
“International Justice: Between Impunity 
and Show Trials" in February 2012 by 
London University's School of Oriental 
and African Studies (SOAS), is 

no ordinary lawyer. He earned the 
nickname, “the Devil's advocate” on 
account of his close association with 
some of the worst mass murderers, 
terrorists and extremists of the 20th 
century, including Klaus Barbie, the 
convicted Nazi war criminal, the 
infamous terrorist Carlos the Jackal 
(the Venezuelan pro-Palestinian Illich 
Ramirez Sanchez), Holocaust denier 
Roger Garaudy, former Iraqi deputy 
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz and the 
veteran Swiss Nazi Francois Genoud. 


He has offered to represent, although 
his services were declined, former 
dictators such as Saddam Hussein and 
Slobodan Milosevic. He is currently 
defending his long-time friend Khieu 
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Samphan,.one of the leaders of the 
murderous Khmer Rouge regime, 
responsible for the infamous killing fields, 
from charges of genocide at a Cambodian 
war crimes tribunal. Given Vergés's very 
dubious pedigree and his long association 
with Nazis, antisemites and other 
extremists, Searchlight finds it astonishing 
that the University of London would 
choose to invite this man to an officially 
sanctioned event.what about demand? 


Illich Ramirez Sanchez, 


defending Klaus Barbie in 1987 better known as Carlos the Jackal 


ANTISEMITIC 


Vergés was born in Thailand in 1925 to a French father from 
the island of Réunion and a Vietnamese mother. In his youth 
he joined the free French forces under General de Gaulle, 
was for a while a leftist militant and later supported the 
Algerian National Liberation Front in its anti-colonial 
struggle for independence from France. In one of his first 
high-profile cases, he unsuccessfully defended an Algerian 
militant, Djamila Bouhired, from charges that she bombed 

a milk bar (a scene dramatised in Pontecorvo's classic film 
Battle of Algiers). She was found guilty but later released 
after a journalistic campaign and Vergés was eventually 
married to her. 


During the trial he used what became known as the rupture 
strategy — the principle of launching a defence with a political 
counter-attack which would often accuse the prosecution of 
the same crimes as the defendant. Much of his defence, as it 
later would in the Barbie trial, consisted of putting the entire 
French establishment on trial - in this case for the injustices of 
colonialism, and led to the courtroom grandstanding that was 
to be a feature of his lengthy legal career. 


Vergés knew and was influenced by many Third World 
radicals fighting colonialism in their own countries and it has 
also been alleged that he converted to Islam during this 
period. These combined influences led to him embracing an 
extreme hostility to Israel which was to become a lifelong 
obsession so that he aligned himself with not only those 


The Nazi New European Order meeting in Barcelona in 1969 at which Francois Genoud was on the platform 
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staunchly critical of Israeli policy but also some of the most 
vicious, hardcore and violent antisemites. 


In the late 1960s Vergés began to represent Palestinian 
militants including terrorists from the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) who had hijacked an El Al plane. 
It was around this time that he made the acquaintance of his 
long-term associate, the Swiss Nazi Francois Genoud (see 
separate article), one of the most significant, mysterious and 
influential figures in postwar Nazism. Genoud, who was 
intimately involved with funding both Nazi groups and Middle 
East terrorist groups, paid Vergés to represent the PFLP. 


In 1970 Vergés disappeared completely for eight years and, 
to this day, his whereabouts during this period are not known. 
There are persistent rumours that he may have been in 
Cambodia with Pol Pot (whom he knew from his student days 
in France) or possibly with Palestinian militants but no hard facts 
have emerged. Whether Verges was still in touch with Genoud 
during this period is unknown although the latter was very 
active behind the scenes in the international nazi movement at 
this time. Speaking of this period in interviews, Vergés stated, “I 
am a discreet man. | stepped through the looking glass, where | 
served an apprenticeship,” and “It's highly amusing that no 
one, in our modern police state, can figure out where | was for 
almost 10 years. It has been conjectured that | spent the time 
with the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia, in Palestine, in China and 
in France. | enjoyed reading my obituaries." 
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When he returned from his mysterious 
exile, Vergés resumed his legal practice, 
representing the terrorist Georges 
Ibrahim Abdallah, who was convicted 
of the murder of the US military attaché 
in Paris. His notoriety soon reached 
infamous proportions when he 
defended the Nazi war criminal Klaus 
Barbie at his trial for crimes against 
humanity in 1987. The request to 
defend Barbie came directly from 
Genoud, who is thought to have 
provided funding for the legal team. 


Barbie was in charge of the Gestapo 
in Lyon in 1942-44 where he earned 
his terrible sobriquet, “the Butcher of 
Lyon". There is evidence that Barbie 
personally tortured prisoners whom 
he interrogated and he is blamed for 
around 4,000 deaths and a further 7,500 
deportations during the war. At his trial 
he was accused of deporting 842 people, 
mainly Jews, to concentration camps in 
Germany. In one incident 44 children 
were rounded up from a farmhouse at 
Izieu, east of Lyon, and sent to their 
deaths. Barbie was was found guilty of 
the 341 separate charges that were 
brought against him and sent to prison 
where he died in 1991. 


Francois Genoud: the Nazi in the shadows 


By Adam Carter 


Vergés 
actively tried 
to make the 
trial a media 
circus and 
used it as an 


opportunity 
to raise his 
own profile 
and political 
grievances. 
His defence 
of Barbie did 
not centre on 
trying to clear the Nazi of the charges 
but took the form of a legalistic form 
of moral relativism which argued that 
France had no right to prosecute 
Barbie due to its own complicity in 
atrocities during the Algerian war of 
independence. He tried to downplay 
the horrors of the Holocaust using the 
same method and also tried to shift 
the blame for the persecution of the 
Jews from the Nazi oppressors and 
onto the victims themselves. Vergés's 
journey from Marxist revolutionary 
and friend of the Third World to 
professional provocateur and defender 
of antisemites and Nazis was complete. 


The children of Izieu, victims of Klaus Barbie who 
forcibly removed them from a children's home on 
6 April 1944 and sent to the Nazi death camps 


“The Butcher of Lyon" 
Klaus Barbie 


French resistance hero Jean Moulin, interrogated 
and tortured to death by Barbie in Lyon after his 
arrest in 1943 


FRANCOIS GENOUD WAS undoubtedly one of the most 
important Nazis in the latter half of the 20th century who 
provided an ideological, financial and organisational link 
directly from the Nazi leadership in the Second World War 

to their contemporary descendents. A deeply enigmatic and 
mysterious figure with shadowy connections with intelligence 
services, bankers, Nazis and pro-Palestinian terrorists, he was 
also intimately involved with Jacques Verges. 

Genoud was the authorised publisher of posthumous 
writings by Adolf Hitler, Martin Bormann and Joseph 
Goebbels, was heavily involved in transferring looted 
Nazi gold and valuables into the Swiss banking system, 
bankrolled the defence of captured Nazis such as Adolf 
Eichmann and Klaus Barbie and was an active financier of 
Arab terrorist groups which he regarded as carrying on the 
tradition of antisemitic violence. 

Born in Switzerland in 1915, Genoud actually met Hitler in 
Germany when he was 16. Sixty years after that meeting he 
was quoted in the British press saying: “My views have not 
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changed since | was a young man. 
Hitler was a great leader, and if he 

had won the War the world would be 
a better place today.” In 1936, he 
travelled to Palestine where he met the 
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, the pro-Nazi religious and political 
leader of Palestinian Muslims, Muhammed Amin el-Husseini. 
According to the journalist David Lee Preston and British 
author Gitta Sereny, the Grand Mufti “would consider 
[Genoud] a confidant until his death in 1974”. 

During the Second World War Genoud worked for German 
intelligence and travelled extensively in the Middle East. After 
meeting leading Nazis at the Nuremberg trials in 1946, he 
obtained Bormann’'s account of Hitler's conversations which 
was published as Hitler's Table Talk. In the preface to this 
book, Genoud apparently wrote that Hitler wanted the people 
of the Third World to carry on the work of the Thousand Year 
Reich. Genoud subsequently became literary executor for 
Hitler and Goebbels and became wealthy on the proceeds. 


eS 


Francois Genoud, Nazi banker 


VETeNaIr 


The French Holocaust denier Roger Garaudy was found guilty 
of breaking a law that prohibits the questioning of crimes 
against humanity and also convicted for racial defamation in 
1998. Garaudy was another former leftwing activist who had 
converted to Islam and then developed a hatred for Israel, 

so it was no surprise that Vergés chose unsuccessfully to 
defend him. The prosecution arose from claims in Garaudy's 
1995 book The Founding Myths of Israeli Politics, in which 
he denied that the Holocaust occurred, saying that Jews 
under Nazi control died of starvation and disease, rather than 
being gassed. 


Verges also represented the provocative writer Jean Edern- 
Hallier when he was successfully sued for antisemitism by 
two anti-racist organisations. 


Offers to represent Slobodan Milosevic and Saddam Hussein 
were turned down by the dictators’ entourages although 
Vergés was part of the team defending former Tariq Aziz and 
has recently been in Cambodia defending Khieu Samphan. He 


has published widely on jurisprudence, written, with customary 


lack of humility, a play about his life and was the enigmatic 
subject of a documentary Terror’s Advocate (2007) in which 
he spoke passionately of his early life as an anti-colonialist but 
also actively denied the genocide in Cambodia. 


Vergés is undoubtedly a fascinating and complex showman 
(although it has to be noted that he lost most of his famous 
cases). Anyone who claims to have met inter alia Stalin, Che 
Guevara, Mao Zedong, Carlos the Jackal and Pol Pot is bound 
to have some fascinating anecdotes to tell. However his 
colourful life also includes substantial amounts of time spent 
defending antisemites and Nazis, minimising or denying 


In the early postwar years in Egypt, Genoud made 
contact with leaders of the FLN, the Algerian liberation 
movement. He set up Arabo-Africa, a company that ran 
weapons into Algeria for the FLN. In 1958 he established 
the Arab Commercial Bank in Switzerland through which 
he administered the FLN's finances. And, during the 
independence struggle, he met Vergés, then an up-and- 
coming lawyer committed to the Third World. 

Millions of dollars raised by the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) passed through accounts in the Arab 
Commercial Bank. But Genoud offered more public support 
as well. When three members of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) were arrested in Zurich after an 
attack on an El Al plane in 1969, their legal costs were paid 
by Genoud, and their representative in court was Vergés. 

Genoud was a key participant in the setting up of the 
postwar nazi international the New European Order, and 
played a leading role at its 1969 conference where a unity 
of sorts was established between neo-nazis and Palestinian 
groups embarked upon armed struggle against Israel. His 
participation was confirmed by Searchlight which obtained 
a photograph of him at the event. 

In 1972 Genoud turned this collaboration into direct action 
when he was personally involved in organising a hijacking 


genocide and consorting with tyrants, terrorists and dictators. 
Despite his personal denials of antisemitism and sympathy 
for Nazism, and his supposed leftist anti-establishment 
credentials, he has been happy to take money from a variety 
of Nazis and antisemites. Is this really the kind of person that 
SOAS/University of London thinks should be invited to a 
discussion of international justice? 


Jacques Vergeés's current client Khieu Samphan, one of the leaders of the Khmer 
Rouge regime responsible for the deaths of around two million Cambodians in what 
became known as the Killing Fields 


by Palestinian terrorists in Germany. He later admitted his 
involvement, which included delivering a ransom note, to 
a French journalist. 

In 1982, two members of Carlos the Jackal’s terrorist 
group were held in Paris apparently about to blow up a 
coffee bar opposite the town hall. Bruno Breguet and 
Magdelena Kopp, Carlos's wife, were former members of 
the terrorist Baader-Meinhof gang, and Breguet was a close 
friend of Genoud who in 1970 had campaigned energetically 
to have him released from a prison in Israel after earlier 
terrorist attacks. Their lawyer was Vergés, who went on 
record declaring his “esteem” for them. 

Then in 1987 Genoud summoned Vergés and asked him 
to represent Barbie in Lyons and also allegedly funded the 
legal costs. 

Genoud had connections with nearly all the most 
important figures in European nazi politics including the 
discredited Holocaust denier David Irving (who has 
extensive correspondence with Genoud on his own 
website dating back to the early 1970s). 

When Genoud followed his beloved Fuhrer by committing 
suicide in 1996, he was under investigation by the Swiss and 
US authorities for his central role in the looting of Nazi gold 
from Jewish victims and its sequestering in Swiss banks. 
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By Gerry Gable 


THE FALLOUT from the splits and 
purges in the British National Party 
has spawned yet another new 
organisation. The Brent Group arose 
out of the conference held by BNP 
chairman Nick Griffin's rival Andrew 
Brons in October, which pledged to 
form a “party within a party”. 
Chaired by Roger Bennett of Somerset 
BNP, it boasts of having a “pheonix” 
[sic] as its logo and claims to support 
“democratic British Nationalism" and 
“provide a centre for fellow patriots 
have [sic] left the old party, disgusted 
by the incompetence and 
mismangement [sic] of it's [sic] 
leaders”. 

For now it seems to be doing no 
more than gathering names, many of 
them secured by Brons, the BNP MEP 
for Yorkshire and the Humber. Brons 
was the guest speaker at a meeting in 
Newcastle upon Tyne on 3 December 
organised by the former BNP northeast 
regional organiser Ken Booth, where he 
continued his efforts to appeal to the 
many disillusioned, anti-Griffin far- 
rightists. 

The North East was a BNP stronghold 
until Griffin turned on Booth and his 
fellow party officer Kevin Scott, who 
still runs the misnamed Civil Liberty, set 
up by the BNP as its answer to the 
human rights organisation Liberty. 

The meeting went ahead despite 
attempts by Griffin's attack poodle 
Patrick Harrington to prevent it by 
leaking the venue on various websites 
in the hope that anti-fascists would get 
it stopped. When that failed, 
Harrington, Adam Walker, the 
disgraced former schoolteacher who 
acts as party manager, and Chris Vanns 
Senior, the one-time leading light in 
Burnley BNP, turned up to try to put the 
evil eye on the proceedings and report 
back to Griffin, together with a few 
hangers-on including Pete Molloy, who 
runs the BNP's ex-service group. 


zs galore, 
vasting their ti 


Booth chaired the meeting with 
Brons, Peter Rushton, assistant editor of 
the England First Party's magazine 
Heritage and Destiny, and Jim 
Lewthwaite, a former BNP councillor in 
Bradford, on the platform. The 
audience included Dave Shapcote, who 
ran the BNP's Red White and Blue 
summer festival during its most 
successful period. Shapcote's support 
for Brons could trigger a domino effect 
against Griffin in former BNP strongholds 
in the North West, such as Burnley. 

While keen on maximising his 
support, it seems Brons has been 
keeping the one-time ideological guru 
of the BNP, Arthur Kemp, somewhat at 
arm's length, perhaps concerned about 
his past working for South African 
intelligence. 

Kemp is spending his time travelling 
to small meetings to peddle his books, 
sometimes accompanied by Anthony 
Hancock, the notorious printer and 
publisher of Holocaust denial material. 
Hancock's Historical Review Press has 
recently published an updated version 
of March of the Titans, Kemp's white 
supremacist tome on which he based 
his successful BNP ideological training 
operation. The already huge book has 
two new chapters. 

Kemp's book sale event on 3 
December clashed with a meeting 
called at short notice by the National 
Front at the Old King’s Head pub, off 
Borough High Street in London, to 
discuss tactics. Richard Edmonds, a 
recently recruited former leading BNP 
officer, emailed and wrote personal 
invitations to members and non- 
members in an attempt to mop up 
disillusioned BNP supporters. 

Those present included lan Edward, 
the NF leader, and Tess Culnane, who 
has switched allegiance more than once 
between the BNP and NF. 

Some members thought the NF 
should have fought the parliamentary 


Publishing) Political History *\‘ 


by-election in Feltham and Heston, as 
the party had some support in west 
London after a falling out in the BNP, 
but Edward argued that the risk of a 
poor showing was high as the UK 
Independence Party, BNP and English 
Democrats were already vying for the 
nationalist vote. Edward was more 
interested in building on the improved 
turnout at its latest Remembrance 
Sunday march and recruiting ex-BNP 
activists, such as Derek Beackon, the 
BNP's first local councillor back in 1993, 
and Mike Easter, a well-off 
businessman. 

Meanwhile, the old Mosleyites and a 
few younger friends gathered for a 
drinks evening rather than the grand 
annual dinners they used to run. A 
small but appreciative audience turned 
out at the Greencoat Boy pub in 
Victoria, central London, to keep alive 
the memories of the old Blackshirt 
leader Oswald Mosley. 

Martin Moloney, one of the most 
longstanding members of Union 
Movement, addressed the gathering, 
which included Jez Bedford-Turner of 
the lona London Forum. There is talk in 
the air about restarting Comrade, the 
newsletter of the Friends of Oswald 
Mosley, the pages of which were 
largely filled with obituaries of Mosley's 
Hitler-supporting and Nazi-saluting 
followers in the British Union of Fascists 
and National Socialists. 

Strangely Keith Thompson, an old 
Union Movement member and one of 
the founders of the openly nazi League 
of St George, was nowhere to be seen. 
His absence might be due to the 
acrimony that has arisen among the old 
fascists over him making money via his 
Steven Books mail order outlet from 
reproducing and selling historic 
Mosleyite documents dating back to 
the 1930s, which Thompson appears to 
have obtained from party veterans on 


their last legs. 
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By Gerry Gable 


A STRING OF PROBLEMS hit the New 
Right Club's latest meeting in London 
in London on 10 December, billed as its 
36th. The very poor attendance of 
around 25 was at least partly the result 
of a public boycott by the veteran far- 
right organiser Martin Webster, who 
has graced meetings of the New Right 
Club and the rival lona London Forum 
as a speaker for the best part of 2011. 
His objection was that the two keynote 
speakers, James Thring and Michéle 
Renouf, were going to praise the fallen 
Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi and 
their friends in the Iranian regime. 

That was not all. Despite efforts by 
Troy Southgate, the Club's organiser, to 
keep a lid on the proceedings, a security 
set-up frequently breached by 
Searchlight, two days later the Hope not 
Hate website carried an account of the 
meeting, albeit poorly written, illustrated 
with photos of the speakers. But anyone 
who got the impression that its 
information came from a live source or 
secret camera and recording equipment 
would be wrong. 

Claire Khaw had been allowed by the 
organisers to take pictures, but also 
posted a not quite complete report on 
her own website with the same spelling 
mistakes that appeared in the Hope not 
Hate article and the same illustrations. 
Khaw is a close associate and supporter 
of the British National Party's one-time 
east London organiser Jeff Marshall, the 
man who, referring to the death of 
David Cameron's disabled son Ivan aged 
six, said: “There is actually not a great 


New Right's security headache Claire Khaw 
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Antisemitic speaker Michéle Renouf photographed by Claire Khaw 


deal of point in keeping these sort of 
people alive." 

Marshall added: “We live in a country 
today which is unhealthily dominated by 
an excess of sentimentality towards the 
weak and unproductive. No good will 
come of it." Khaw stood by her man 
throughout this scandal. 

Thring, who spoke first, is a long-time 
Arabist and one-time conduit of 
Gaddafi's generosity to the Workers’ 
Revolutionary Party and its Newsline 
newspaper. He and his recently deceased 
mother Margery were also close friends 
of the notorious Holocaust revisionist 
writer David Irving. Some other friends 
of Arab despots claim that Thring, who 
has acted as a development adviser in 
the Middle East for over 30 years, did 
very well for himself financially as long as 
he played their tune. 

Thring stretched even this audience's 
credulity when he alleged that WPC 
Yvonne Fletcher, who was murdered by a 
gunman firing out of the window of the 
former Libyan People’s Bureau in London 
in 1984, was not a victim of Gaddafi's 
regime. 

Up next was Renouf, whose anti- 
Jewish crusade has suffered setbacks this 
year as a result of the fall of Gaddafi and 
growing sanctions against Iran and the 
expulsion of its UK Embassy staff. Her 
friends at the Iranian broadcaster Press 
TV's London office might also have to 
pack their bags soon, depriving her of an 
international platform for her vile views. 

Michael Newland, who was one of the 
earliest BNP officers to fall foul of Nick 
Griffin's purges when he spoke out 
against financial corruption in the party, 
so depriving the party of the only 
competent press officer it ever had, 
spoke about the banks. His fairly 


orthodox economic analysis went over 
the heads of some of the audience, 
including Khaw. 

In the audience were the Home 
Counties team of Bert Leach, Barry Taylor 
and Kieren Trent, two of whom are 
supporters of Irish Republicanism, and 
Philip Bree, a lawyer and antisemitic 
conspiracy theorist. And anyone who 
actually attended the meeting could 
hardly have failed to notice Bernard 
Franklin, for many years deputy leader of 
the National Front. 

The final speaker was Jonathan 
Bowden, the former BNP cultural officer. 
His subject was the Japanese writer and 
political fanatic Yukio Mishima who, after 
failing to get the Japanese army to 
mount a coup d'état against the 
democratic government, committed 
suicide by seppuku — disembowelling 
himself with a ceremonial knife. Some of 
the audience were a bit nervous as 
during Bowden's recent mental 
breakdown he had scared the life out of 
several fascists by running around with a 
Japanese ritual sword. 

Bowden's addresses to New Right 
meetings have improved since his 
medication has stopped him bawling at 
the top of his voice. 

The barrister Adrian Davies, who has 
represented a number of individuals on the 
far right, chaired the meeting once again. 

The security lapse must have left 
Southgate angry and fighting to maintain 
support for his group, which includes 
people who asked not to be photographed 
and probably prefer their presence at 
meetings not to be reported either. The 
betrayal will hardly help him in his rivalry 
for control of the New Right with the ex- 
army man Jeremy Bedford-Turner, who 
runs the lona London Forum. 
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EDL forms electoral alliance 
unmasked By Sonia Gable 


THE TINY ISLAMOPHOBIC British 
Freedom Party has offered the street 
thugs of the English Defence League 
the chance to stand as BFP council 
election candidates in May 2012. The 
arrangement was brokered by some of 
the shadowy ideologues and business 
people that stand behind the EDL 
hooligans. 

A statement by Peter Stafford, who 
heads the BFP’s “local election 
campaign team", claims that the 
alliance between the two organisations 
will allow EDL members “who already 
highlight injustices in our society 
through their marches and 
demonstrations" to “stand up and try 
to actually replace the corrupt, pro- 
Islamic politicians who are destroying 
our country, our culture and our 
peaceful future”. 

The BFP was formed in autumn 2010 
by supporters of Eddy Butler's failed bid 
to oust Nick Griffin as leader of the 
British National Party, although Butler 
himself did not support the new party. It 
soon split, largely as a result of the 
destructive presence of the deranged 
Lee Barnes, formerly the BNP’s legal 
adviser, and has attracted few of the 
army of disillusioned members who are 
pouring out of the BNP. 

Talk about the BFP becoming the 
political wing of the EDL first emerged 
in January 2011 but the alliance, which 
contrary to some reports is not a 


Amsterdam in 2010 
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BFP leader Paul Weston, Chirs Knowles/Aeneas and Robert Bartholomeus in 


merger, was formalised only in late 
November. 

Glossing over the violence that 
accompanies most EDL protests against 
what it terms the “Islamisation of 
Britain” and the growing list of EDL 
members who have collected criminal 
convictions, Stafford's statement of 15 
December praised the EDL for raising 
awareness of “the threat of Islam”. 
Departing wholly from reality Stafford 
added that the two groups’ alliance 
“takes our patriotic movement one step 
further. With a combined network of 
patriots it's now time to take the 
struggle into the council chambers and 
Parliament.” 

But not everyone in the EDL is keen 
on fighting elections. Many of the EDL's 
hooligans distrust the “men in suits” 
behind their own organisation. The 
friction first became apparent after 
revelations of the EDLs links with the 
Norwegian fascist gunman Anders 
Behring Breivik, who massacred 69 
people in July. At that time the EDL’s 
main strategist and financial backer, a 
man who called himself Alan Lake, 
described Breivik's act as “chickens 
coming home to roost". 

The revelations of Lake's possible links 
with Breivik resulted in the EDL’s 
attempt to distance itself from him. In a 
statement in August, the EDL denied 
that Lake was one of its leaders, 
claiming his role was “during its early 
formation". 

The tensions have 
increased following 
the exposure by The 
Sunday Times on 11 
December of Lake's 
real identity and the 
role of a property 
tycoon from north 
London who operates 
under the name Gaia 
and is a friend of the 
BFP's new leader Paul 
Weston. 

Lake, in whose 
£500,000 Barbican 
flat the EDL was 
formed in July 2009, 
turns out to be Alan 
Ayling, a wealthy IT 


= = 


expert who until January 2011 was a 
director of Pacific Capital Investment 
Management Ltd. The company was 
formed in 2006 and dissolved in August 
2011. 

A vicious anti-Muslim racist, he is 
open in his support of fascist 
organisations such as the Sweden 
Democrats and Hungary's Jobbik party, 
whose uniformed paramilitary 
organisation terrorises Roma 
communities. 

Ayling, 57, was interviewed in 
November by Scotland Yard officers at 
the request of the Norwegian police, 
who were investigating whether he 
might have been a mentor of Breivik. 
Breivik made many references to the 
EDL in his 1,600-page “manifesto” and 
once belonged to the Norwegian 
Defence League, a sister organisation of 
the EDL. 

Following The Sunday Times exposé, 
Ayling removed from YouTube a series 
of videos of a damaging speech he gave 
in Sweden earlier this year. However, 
under the name Lake, he has boasted of 
his role in bringing football hooligan 
firms together to create the EDL's army 
of racist street thugs. 

He told the Norwegian TV2 channel: 
“| have given some money to help 
some EDL things happen”. He has 
spoken at EDL protests and was among 
the EDL leaders at a meeting filmed by 
Australian documentary makers in 
March 2011. With him on that occasion 
were Tommy Robinson, the street name 
of Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, Lennon's 
cousin Kevin Carroll and Roberta 
Moore, who briefly ran the EDL's 
“Jewish division”. 

In fact Ayling had been exposed over 
two months before The Sunday Times 
caught up with him by Paul Ray, one of 
the founders of the EDL, blogging 
under the name Lionheart. His article on 
3 October — after the rift between 
Ayling/Lake and the EDL - was headed 
“Alan Ayling aka Alan Lake is going to 
Norway", but revealed no further 
details about him. 

Lake has denied any contact with 
Breivik but admitted to having met a 
prolific anti-Islam blogger called 
“Fjordman", real name Peder Jensen, 


as its wealthy strategist is 


saying 
“People 
ought to 
_ read him, he 
is good". 
_ Breivik 
| named 
_ Fjordman 
111 times in 
his 
ae » manifesto. 
EDL mystery backer Alan Ayling Also 
exposed by 
The Sunday Times was "Gaia" — the 
name being the Earth goddess from 
Greek mythology. Gaia is really Ann 
Bernadette Marchini, a woman thought 
to be in her fifties who runs a buy-to-let 
property empire from her £1.6 million 
mock-Tudor home in Highgate. She is 
believed to be divorced from an Italian 
banker and also to use the alias 
“Dominique Devaux". 

Marchini's website lists 19 properties 
of up to five bedrooms, mostly in east 
London. They are let room by room, 
mostly to students. 

Paul Ray, one of the founders of the 
EDL, says he travelled with Marchini to 
Ayling's flat for the 2009 meeting and 
previously stayed for “a few months” at 
one of her rental flats. Ray, a 35-year- 
old serial fantasist who spends most of 
his time in Malta, voluntarily flew to 
Oslo to try to clear his name after 
previously speculating that he might 
have inspired Breivik. 

Tash Shifrin, writing on the Unite 
Against Fascism website, revealed that 
Marchini coordinated the European 
wing of the well funded US Center for 
Vigilant Freedom (CVF), now part of 
the International Civil Liberties Alliance 
(ICLA), which promotes Islamophobia 
and organises the EDLs links with far- 
right and fascist groups across Europe 
and the USA. 

Marchini's lawyer has denied that she 
is Gaia or Devaux, but confirmed that 
she is a BFP member and friend of 
Weston. However her name appeared 
on a list of EDL donors leaked when the 
EDL's website was hacked in 2010 and 
she appeared in an image posted on the 
Hope not Hate website, alongside 
Lennon, 28, at a far-right 


demonstration in 2011. 

Marchini was also named as the 
contact on a CVF press release 
announcing a 2007 counter-jihad 
conference, although it was “Devaux” 
who was the CVF's public face in 
Europe at the time and Devaux who 
met with Richard Barnbrook at an 
Islamophobic protest in Cologne, 
Germany, a few months after his 
election as a BNP London Assembly 
member in 2008. 

Ayling and Marchini are just two of 
the anti-Muslim network behind the 
EDL's bootboys. Another is Chris 
Knowles, known as “Aeneas”, who has 
run the EDL's media operation and is a 
director of the CVF. 

Ray named Knowles as one of the 
EDLs founding clique and he has 
remained an important behind-the- 
scenes figure and a link between the 
EDL, the CVF strategists and other racist 
and far-right groups internationally. 

Another director of CVF is Christine 
Brim, whose day job is chief operating 
officer for the multi-million dollar, right- 
wing and Islamophobic US think tank, 
the Center for Security Policy. She is 
prominent on US anti-Muslim 
demonstrations. 

The CVF was formed from a 
discussion group, “the 910 Group", 
around the Islamophobic website Gates 
of Vienna, run by Edward May (“Baron 
Bodissey”), who is now also a director 
of CVF. 

Gates of Vienna also hosts other well 
known Islamophobic ideologues. They 
include Weston, the former UK 
Independence Party candidate who was 
hurriedly installed as leader of the BFP 
in November. Weston is fond of 
unleashing predictions that war 
between “native Europeans" and 
Muslims is “inevitable” unless Europe 
“wakes up to the danger it is in and 
expels all its Muslims”. The site also 
published Fjordman's racist outpourings. 

The CVF/ICLA organises counter- 
jihad conferences and other 
international activities that bring 
together supporters of Geert Wilders's 
Islamophobic populist Party for 
Freedom (PVV) in the Netherlands with 
the EDL and fascists from the Sweden 


Democrats and the Belgian Flemish 
Interest (VB). 

Weston and Knowles went to 
Amsterdam in October 2010, when the 
EDL staged an unsuccessful attempt to 
form a “European Defence League”. 
With them was Robert Bartholomeus, 
who, though not Jewish, has been a 
Facebook admin for the EDL's so-called 
Jewish division. However his support for 
a US group called the Jewish Task Force, 
led by the convicted terrorist bomber 
Victor Vancier, has proved an 
embarrassment even for the EDL. 

It was at a counter-jihad summit in 
London in September that the alliance 
between the 
EDL and BFP 
appears to 
have been 
hammered 
out in the 
presence of 
Marchini, 
Knowles and 
far-right 
strategists 
from Austria, 
Canada, 
Denmark, 
Finland, 
France, 
Germany, Italy, Norway, Sweden and 
the US. 

The alliance gives the EDL-BFP the 
two elements of a classic fascist 
organisation: a street army and a suit- 
wearing electoral wing. As the BNP 
collapses, UK fascists are looking for a 
new home. Activists and supporters are 
drifting between the BNP, BFP, National 
Front, English Democrats, the EDL and 
its splinter “Infidels” group, and other 
smaller organisations, who are 
competing to mop up the fallout. The 
EDL-BFP link is designed to attract a 
wider range of supporters united by 
their Islamophobia. 

So far the BFP has floundered. Only 
time will tell whether its new leadership 
and link with the EDL will propel it to 
the front of the race despite the 
inherent instability of such an alliance. 


— j 


Dominique Devauz/Gaia, 
revealed by The Sunday Times 
as Ann Marchini 


With thanks to Tash Shifrin, writing on 
www.uaf.org.uk 
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The Islamor 
- peddling, 


misrepresentation 


By Adam Carter 


ACROSS THE WORLD, a 
network of Islamophobic 
institutions, commentators, 
blogs and websites in the UK, 
US and elsewhere have 
become increasingly 
influential. They consistently 
spread myths, lies and 
misinformation about Islam 
and Muslims and are trying to 
shape public opinion and 
political policies as well as 
feeding the prejudices and 
racist fantasies of extremist 
organisations and individuals. 
2083, the manifesto of 
Norwegian extreme-right 
terrorist and mass-murderer 
Anders Behring Breivik, 
contains numerous references 
to the most important and 
influential Iskamophobic 
blogs, commentators and 
websites which are also often 
cited by the English Defence 
League (EDL). The main 
websites include Jihadwatch, 
Atlas Shrugs, Middle East 
Forum and Gates of Vienna, 
all based in the United States. 
In this article Searchlight 
looks at the IslLamophobic 
ideology espoused by these 
blogs. Future articles will 
profile the key individuals and 
funders behind them in more 
detail. 


Born in the USA 


According to a revealing 
investigative report by the 
Center for American Progress, 
the most influential 
Islamophobic organisations in 
the US are not a vast right- 
wing conspiracy but a “rather 


small, tightly networked 
group of misinformation 
experts" [author emphasis], 
operating primarily on $40 
million in funding from just 
seven organisations. Their 
most high-profile activity to 
date has been the campaign 
against the building of an 
Islamic cultural centre near 
Ground Zero in New York. 
Much of the right-wing 
propaganda around this 
incident misrepresented the 
facts by claiming that it was a 
mosque when in reality it was 
a cultural centre, and saying 
that it would be built at the 
former site of the Twin 
Towers brought down on 
9/11 when actually it would 
be several blocks away. 


The Islamophobic networks 
have also been successful in 
bringing in legislation against 
Sharia (Islamic) law in over 20 
US states despite the absence 
of any campaign to introduce 
it or any likelihood of it ever 
being part of US law. They 
have also joined with allies in 
the Tea Party and other ultra- 
conservative organisations in 
spreading lies that President 
Obama is not an American or 
is a secret Muslim. More 
recently the Republican 
presidential candidate Newt 
Gingrich has been using very 
similar anti-Islamic fear- 
mongering on the campaign 
trail. 


The propaganda 


The material disseminated 
on the blogs and websites 
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and in their other publications 
is picked up by right-wing 
activist groups and recycled 
by like-minded media 
commentators. In this way it 
reaches a much larger 
audience than the people just 
looking at the websites 
themselves. It also allows the 
Isamophobic myths, 
falsehoods and 
misrepresentations to be 
widely circulated, enter 
mainstream discussion and 
discourse, and frame debates 
on these topics. 


Misrepresenting 
Islam 


Islam, like all religions, has a 
complex history and varied 
traditions and beliefs yet it is 
generally portrayed by the 
Islamphobes as a monolithic 
cultural and political system. 
In fact, Islam is often 
described as a totalitarian 
political religion. As a result, 
Muslims are portrayed as 
religiously incapable of 
peacefully co-existing with 
other cultures and religions 
especially those in the West. 
“Islam” is almost always 
depicted as in direct conflict 
with core “Western” values 
such as tolerance, freedom of 
religious belief, human rights 
and women’s rights. Implicit 
in this is the idea that the 
values of the Muslim world 
are inferior to those of the 
supposedly enlightened West. 
These arguments are often 
buttressed by selectively 


quoting from the Koran 
(ironic given that many 
Islamic extremists do the 
same thing) and ignoring 
Koranic verses that promote 
peace, justice and tolerance. 


In addition, there is a 
blurring of distinctions 
between Islam and militant 
Islamism (the extremist creed 
supported by a tiny minority 
of the world’s Muslims) and a 
tendency to generalise and 
stereotype by quoting the 
opinions of marginal 
extremists and claiming that 
these are representative of 
the Muslim community as 
a whole. The complexities 
of Islam as a religion and 
the variety of views 
within the Muslim 
community are therefore 
consistently distorted and 
misrepresented. 


Although there are certainly 
small pockets of support 
among some Muslims for 
extremist views, just as there 
are in other communities, the 
level of support for terrorism, 
especially in recent years, has 
been shown to be in 
consistent decline. But in the 
paranoid world of the 
Islamophobes the general 
belief is that “all Muslims are 
terrorists”. 


Eurabia 


“Eurabia” is the term used to 
describe an Islamophobic 
conspiracy theory which 
argues that sections of the 
European elite have connived 


with Arab states at the 
expense of supporting Israel 
and the United States. The 
purpose of this, it is alleged 
(with little or no evidence), is 
secretly to impose Islam on 
Europe through immigration, 
multiculturalism, the 
introduction of Sharia and a 
rise, through increased birth 
rates, of the Muslim 
population in Europe so that 
it becomes a majority. At 
some point in the 21st 
Century, according to this 
apocalyptic fantasy, Europe 
will be part of a new Islamic 
caliphate that will control all 
the key European institutions 
and seats of government, 
Christians and Jews will 
become oppressed minorities, 
Sharia will have been 
implemented and churches 
and synagogues replaced by 
mosques. 


The origins of this bizarre 
theory lie in the publication of 
Eurabia: The Euro-Arab Axis 
by Bat Ye-Or in 2005. This is 
the pseudonym of Giselle 
Litman, an Egyptian-born 
activist who claims to be a 
historian. Despite the book's 
outlandish claims, it has 
proved influential on both 
extremes of the Islamic 
blogosphere (Breivik devotes 
a whole section of his 
manifesto to Eurabia) and, 
more worryingly, on 
mainstream Conservative 
commentators. The Daily 
Mail columnist Melanie 
Philips and the Harvard 
historian Niall Ferguson are 
among those who have 
expressed very similar 
sentiments. 


What is striking about this 
preposterous thesis, as several 
commentators have pointed 
out, is that much of its 
rhetoric and stereotyping 
strongly recalls similar 
antisemitic arguments from 
the 1930s when Jews were 
portrayed as an “enemy 
within" plotting against their 
nations. 
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The ugly face of British Iskamophobia. Photo: Daphne Liddle 


Stealth jihad and 
Sharia 


The concept of “stealth 
jihad" is a popular argument 
among American 
Islamophobes, named after a 
book by Robert Spencer 
published in 2008. According 
to Newsweek, Newt Gingrich 
described “stealth jihad” as . 
an effort “to replace Western 
civilization with a radical 
imposition of Sharia”. The 
paranoia of this rhetoric 
recalls Cold War fears about 
“reds under the bed". It is a 
very insidious form of hatred 
as the language of “stealth” 
means that any social or 
political activities or civil 
rights advocacy undertaken 
by Muslims can be accused of 
being secret jihadi extremism. 
As in all the worst conspiracy 
theories, the absence of any 
evidence to support the 
“secret” agenda is taken as 
proof of how successful the 
stealth conspiracy must be. 
Among the most fanciful 
claims of the “stealth jihad” is 
that President Obama is 
secretly a Muslim — Robert 


Spencer of Jihad Watch 
uploaded a video on his 
website to this effect. 


Mosques are widely seen 
through this distorted and 
bigoted prism as a “Trojan 
horse” through which 
radical Islam is trying to 
spread its supposedly terrorist 
message and so much effort 
has been devoted to 
opposing the building of new 
mosques. 


In the US there has also 
been a concerted campaign 
against Sharia. Sharia is the 
code of living for Muslims 
and all aspects of a Muslim's 
life are governed by Sharia. 
Sharia law comes from a 
combination of sources 
including the Koran, the 
Hadith (sayings and conduct 
of the prophet Muhammad) 
and fatwas (the rulings of 
Islamic scholars). Despite 
popular misconceptions 
that Sharia is all about 
amputation of limbs, death 
by stoning, lashes and other 
draconian punishments, 
Sharia actually encompasses a 
broad range of activities 
including personal worship 


and prayer, marriage and 
commerce, as well as a 
variety of penal codes. 


According to the Center for 
American Progress report, 
Gingrich has also been 
influenced by the 
Isamophobic network's 
arguments about the 
supposed threat of Sharia law. 
Last July he warned a 
conservative audience at the 
American Enterprise Institute 
that the practice of Sharia 
was “a mortal threat to the 
survival of freedom in the 
United States and in the 
world as we know it”. He 
went on to claim that “Sharia 
in its natural form has 
principles and punishments 
totally abhorrent to the 
Western world". 


There are real dangers 
when the heated rhetoric 
and misrepresentations of 
bigoted extremists become 
part of the mainstream 
political debates and it 
remains to be seen how much 
these Islamophobic 
arguments are aired during 
the 2012 US presidential 
campaign. 
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Analysing Extremism 


Robinson did not like our report 


By Dr Mark Pitchford 


It looks like Tommy Robinson did not like our 
recent report, The EDL Britain’s ‘New Far-Right’ 
Social Movement (available at www.radicalism- 
new-media.org). Speaking to the Luton News 
Herald and Post, Robinson, the founder and leader 
of the English Defence League, doubted our 
credibility by saying “They haven't got a clue at all”. 
More specifically, Robinson denied that the EDL is 
linked to the British National Party, and slammed 
the report as merely a product of the internet and 
Facebook written by people who have not bothered 
to attend any EDL events or even speak to them. 
Additionally, Robinson stated that the EDL had 
never received money from Alan Lake. Very strong 
words; let us look at Robinson's claims. 


Robinson is quite correct to state that we used the 
internet and Facebook. That admission, however, 
does not affect the report's credibility one iota. 

All information gleaned from these channels is 
verifiable fact. | know that | speak for my 
colleagues when | say that if Mr Robinson can 
point to any incorrect information we will gladly 
retract it, but | doubt that he can. Even the EDL 
supporter who ranted about the report on YouTube 


EDL demonstrators held back by police in 
east London, September 2011 
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grudgingly admitted it was “reasonably accurate” 
(http:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=LE6RCcm6n2o0). 
He also admitted that, “BNP supporters have left 
the BNP and joined the EDL: no-one is denying 
that”. Moreover, to denounce the report based on 
internet usage is to misunderstand its function. 
The internet is not the source of the information, 
but simply a medium for dissemination used by 
sources such as television broadcasters, national 
and local newspapers. In fact, it is the principal 
vehicle for communication amongst the EDL. 
Nonetheless, if these sources are placing 
incorrect information, a legal remedy is available 
to Mr Robinson. 


Facebook is, admittedly, a little different. Although 
it too is a medium, it contains individuals’ 
uncensored opinions. In this way, it is similar to 
YouTube. Very often, the people who comment on 
Facebook and YouTube do not base their opinion 
on fact, but on prejudices and fears. They 
frequently seem unaware of how their audience 
views their words, and the manner in which they 
express them, or simply do not care. Take, for 
example, the aforementioned EDL supporter. In 


EDL leader Tommy Robinson still denies 
British National Party links 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
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Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide monthly independent comment in these pages. 


the YouTube posting, he frequently referred to 
“Islam scum”, and his violent disposition is clear 
for all to see; in fact, he appeared to want the 
contributing authors hung! The same applies to 
the Facebook postings by EDL supporters that 
the report references. Again, Robinson can 
address this quite easily. He can denounce those 
that post such sentiments for their violence and 
racism, and make it clear that they are not 
welcome at EDL events. 


Taking this course, however, would leave 
Robinson open to grave charges of hypocrisy. 
The internet contains many appearances by 
Robinson in which prejudice and violence are 
evident. As recently as November 2011, for 
example, the EDL’s Facebook admin posted 
this revealing message: 


In the last 66 years we as a nation, as a race 
have had our national identity stolen from us 
by politicians who have forced us to accept 
multiculturalism. They have and are still 
practice [sic] cultural genocide on their own 
people, despite warnings that we will not 
accept it. They have forced us to accept the 
dilution of our heritage and history by the 
implementation of laws which will stop us from 
rising up, even if that’s just to voice an opinion. 


Any action which has the aim or effect of 
depriving us of our integrity as distinct peoples, 
of our cultural values or ethnic identities. Any 
form of population transfer which has the aim 
or effect of violating or undermining any of the 
rights of the native or indigenous people. Any 
form of assimilation or integration by other 
cultures or ways of life imposed on us by 
legislative, administrative or other measures 

is cultural genocide. 


And unless we find our backbone and stand up 
to the ones who are committing crimes against 
the English people we shall continue to be 
subjected to slavery by a British elite aided by 
outside influences whose only intention is to 
destroy us from within and wipe us out as a race. 


Leaving aside obvious questions about racism, 
either Robinson and his website administrators 
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are ignorant of the potential effect of his 
comments on EDL supporters, or he is knowingly 
dog whistling to the far-right’s tune. 


Robinson implies that we are ignorant as we have 
not attended EDL functions or even spoken with 
them. | do not know how Robinson can claim the 
former, unless he ensures tight control of 
attendance at EDL events. As for not speaking to 
the EDL, that is slightly disingenuous. | have twice 
requested to speak to Robinson, once via the 
EDL’s website, the other time by emailing the 
publication he used to denounce our report. As it 
is the season of goodwill to all, | extend once 
again my invitation to Mr Robinson to discuss 
issues such as these, including where the EDL 
has acquired funds from, and whether he plans to 
enter politics with the British Freedom Party. 
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By Gerry Gable 


NOVEMBER'S NATIONAL FRONT REMEMBRANCE 
Sunday parade in London saw the biggest turnout for a 
long time. In the 1970s the NF march to the Cenotaph, 
which takes place after the official ceremony, attracted 
thousands but for many years numbers have hovered 
between double figures and just above 100. This year, 
however, the NF has been one of the beneficiaries of the 
disintegration of the British National Party and over 200 
people — not all NF members — took part. 


lan Edward, who has led the NF since the start of 2010, 
headed the march. He was closely followed by Jeremy 
“Jez" Bedford-Turner, top dog in the new-right group, the 
lona London Forum, giving us the opportunity to update 
our previous photo of him, taken when he was a student at 
the London School of Economics. 


Also there was Michael Easter, who has long held dual 
membership of the NF and BNP, despite that being 
prohibited under BNP rules. A wealthy businessman, Easter 
has been busy of late organising his own small gatherings. 


Another dual membership holder present was Richard 
Edmonds, a former leading BNP officer who thinks the NF 
has a better chance than the BNP of putting on a good 
campaign in the London elections in May. Tess Culnane, 
potentially the NF's London Mayoral candidate, and her 
husband William were glad handing several people she 
hopes will canvass for her. 


NF chairman lan Edward brings the wreath 


A 


Derek Beackon, who became the BNP's first local 
councillor in 1993 after leaving the hardline nazi British 
Movement, was there with another former East London 
BNP organiser, Dave Hill. Milton “Mad Eyes" Ellis, the 
Welsh postman and European nazi groupie, was among the 
flag party at the Cenotaph. 


A group of overseas visitors who had forgotten to bring a 
pole for their Dutch orange, white and blue flag were 
assisted by some heavy duty Londoners. 


The forces of law and order probably headed off some 
nastiness by rounding up the long-time nazi Eddie 
Stampton and a few of his chums, who had turned up 
intending to beat up Mark Atkinson, a one-time leading 
light in the nazi terror group Combat 18 who was jailed for 
five years after pleading guilty to race hate charges in 2005 
for publishing the Racial Volunteer Force's magazine 
Stormer. Atkinson has taken to turning up all over the place 
these days, both here and abroad, in some very nasty 
company. He survived the day and was one of several nazis 
who gave short speeches in a park on the Embankment at 
the end of the event. 


Former East London BNP European nazi groupie Milton Derek Beackon 
Photos: Daphne Liddle and Nick Ullman organiser Dave Hill Ellis 
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{ Rob “The Pig” Hilton 


Mike Easter Mark Atkinson 


(left to right) Bernadette Jaggers, owner of a Southend security company who acted as a personal bodyguard to BNP leader Nick 
Griffin, Jeremy “Jez” Bedford-Turner, organiser of the lona London Forum, and Larry “Jack” Black 
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[BNP news news 


BNP vote flops in Feltham 


and Heston 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY'S 2.3% VOTE in the Feltham 
and Heston parliamentary by-election on 15 December 
indicates that the party has a near impossible task ahead to 
regain its London Assembly seat. 

The BNP obtained 3.5% in the 2010 general election and 
can generally be expected to do better in a by-election where 
voters for the major parties are less inclined to make the effort 
to vote and the BNP can concentrate its limited resources on 
one constituency. But despite the party boasting of visits by its 
“truth truck”, a dilapidated advertising vehicle, its candidate 
Dave Furness came fifth with just 540 votes compared to the 
1,714 the party obtained in 2010. 

Dean Hartley of the Young BNP blamed the UK 
Independence Party for spending “a small fortune” on its 
campaign, something the debt-ridden BNP is clearly in no 
position to do. The UKIP's ability to raise more money than the 
BNP is the same excuse that Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, used 
after the UKIP beat the BNP in the Oldham and Saddleworth 
by-election last January. 

Also at fault, says Hartley, was the BBC for ignoring the BNP, 
although when the BBC does broadcast anything about the 
BNP, the party invariably complains about that as well. 

But Hartley also had to admit that the turnout of BNP 
activists was not good enough, in fact canvassers were only 
available at weekends. He put that down to lack of money, so 
skirting the obvious fact that the party simply does not have 
many activists in London after Griffin purged anyone who 
questioned his incompetent leadership and the party's dire 
financial state. ; 

Hartley also pointed out that the BNP campaigners needed 
to “work smarter" and identify supporters so that the party 
can ensure they vote. This is basic for any political party, and a 
problem to which Clive Jefferson, the party's national elections 
officer, claimed he had the solution in autumn 2010 in the 
form of a “data-based elections fighting system” named 
“Alfred”. After showing few signs of life, “Alfred” has surely 
expired. 

To regain a seat in the London Assembly in May, the BNP 
will need to get at least 5% of the London-wide vote under 
the modified d'Hondt electoral system used. The party 
stands little chance of getting anywhere near that in many 
London boroughs and would need therefore to poll far 
better than 5% in those parts of the capital that have 
enough of the sort of voters to which BNP policies might 
appeal, places such as Hounslow, of which Feltham and 
Heston is a part. 

The English Democrats took 1.4% of the vote, which 
compares fairly favourably to the BNP vote, considering that 
party has little profile with voters and had not previously 
contested the seat. The English Democrats have recruited a 
few former BNP members over the past few months, including 
Eddy Butler, failed challenger to Griffin's leadership in 2010, 
who has helped his new party achieve some half-decent 
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council by-election results in his home county of Essex 
recently. 


Party fees hike 


A huge rise in the British National Party's membership fees in 
December appears to have been aimed at stemming the high 
dropout rate of members after their first year. Announcing fee 
increases ranging from 50% to nearly 80%, the party offered 
existing members the chance to renew at the old rates up to 
21 December in the hope that they would act quickly to give 
the party the wherewithal to pay off a few of its many 
creditors. 

This is yet another short-term fix for the near-bankrupt 
party. In 2009 it encouraged people to take out life 
membership by offering a period of grace before the price 
went up. Although the ploy meant that the party would forgo 
future income from them, in the event many of them have 
probably left in disgust at Nick Griffin's leadership, losing all 
their money. 

Members who baulk at forking out the new rate of £48 for 
“standard membership" or £98 for “gold membership" can 
soften the blow by paying monthly by direct debit, a new 
option for BNP members. Indeed the party would like all 
members to pay monthly. “It will help the members by making 
membership affordable to all,” said Clive Jefferson, the party's 
national treasurer. 

Jefferson no doubt hoped that the party's moronic members 
would overlook the fact that monthly payments are quite a lot 
more expensive than the annual fee: £54 instead of £48 for 
standard membership, for example. 

The new fees were agreed at the party's annual conference 
at the end of October after Jefferson gave “a full presentation 
of the 2010 accounts” according to a report on the party's 
website. Unfortunately Jefferson did not see fit to send them 
to the Electoral Commission. The accounts were due by 7 July 
2011 and the party is likely to face fines of £1,200 if they are 
submitted within six months of the deadline. 


First BNP mayor resigns 


A town councillor who was set to be the first British National 
Party mayor has resigned from his position. John Cave was 
serving as deputy mayor of Padiham Town Council in Burnley 
in preparation for becoming mayor next May. He left the 
council after a row with Labour councillors. 

Cave had accused them of playing politics with the non- 
political town council. Councillor Charlie Briggs, leader of 
Burnley Borough Council, said: “| can't understand the cheek 
of it. Is he trying to suggest that he doesn’t have political 
affiliations?" 

Cave is married to Sharon Wilkinson, the BNP's last 
remaining councillor in Burnley, a borough where the party 
once had eight councillors. 


Trade union news | union news 


Racism and 
fascism not 


welcome 
in Scotland 


By Malcolm Burns 


TWO THOUSAND PEOPLE JOINED THE 
Scottish TUC's annual St Andrew's 

Day march and rally against racism 

and fascism in Glasgow on Saturday 

26 November. Marchers braved the 
wind and rain, bearing banners from 
trade unions, political parties and 
community campaigns. 

Nazerin Wardrop of the STUC Black 
Workers’ Committee chaired the rally 
at Glasgow Film Theatre. She said: 
“This is our day, St Andrew's Day. We 
are here to express loud and clear our 
opposition to racism and fascism — 
and against racist attacks.” 

STUC President Mike Kirby of 
UNISON explained that challenging 
racism and inequality was at the heart 
of trade unionism. “In times of austerity, 
organised racist groups will attempt to 
foster division. We know that the poor 
will be hardest hit and that black and 
ethnic minority communities will suffer 
proportionately more." 

“We say no to the racists and the 
fascists in the BNP and EDL/SDL; you 
have no place in our country and you 
are not welcome here.” But unions were 
standing up against austerity and cuts: 
“Up to 300,000 people will be on strike 
on Wednesday 30 November in 
Scotland for fairness and decency on 
public sector pensions," he added. 

Tasmin Ahmed-Sheikh of the Ethnic 
Minority Women's Network called for 
zero tolerance of racism and prejudice. 
“At school | was unique, because | was 
considered inferior. | survived racism 
because | was strong and my family 


loved me, but not every child has 
strength or support." 

Michael McMahon, Labour MSP for 
Uddingston and Bellshill, said the Irish 
community was Scotland's oldest and 
largest ethnic minority. He called on the 
STUC to join forces against the SNP 
government's Offensive Behaviour at 
Football bill, arguing: “Blaming 
problems of discrimination just on 
football supporters is not the right way. 
It's not too late for the government to 
swallow its pride and Kill the Bill.” 

Humza Yousaf, an SNP MSP for 
Glasgow, pointed out that acceptance of 


the other was an essential part of 
Scottish culture: “When politicians tell 
us immigrants and foreigners are to 
blame for the recession we have to tell 
them that There Is A Better Way.” 

Zita Holbourne of Black Workers 
Rising Against Racism (BARAC) said: 
“Cuts damage the poorest and most 
vulnerable, and will especially drive 
black communities further into poverty. 

“Many services provided to black 
communities by black workers are now 
losing their funding. That's why we 
set up BARAC - to defend against 
racism and cuts." 
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Nazi group dupes state into selling it mansion 


OFFICIALS IN THE EAST German state of Thiringen 
unwittingly sold a listed 19th century manor house to a 
nazi group that used a front woman posing as a 
practitioner of alternative medicine to complete the deal, 
in the latest attempt by nazis to set up an educational 
centre for national socialism. 


The disclosure in Der Spiegel is a major embarrassment 
for Thiiringen, which spends €2.6 million (£2.2 million) a 
year combating extremism in a region renowned for nazi 
politics and far-right violence. 


The sale took place in May 2011 to an organisation 
called Gedachnisstatte (Places of Remembrance) but it 
only emerged months later that its president, Wolfram 
Schiedewitz, is an extremist with a 20-year record of 
propagating pro-Nazi views and Holocaust denial. 


The group, which is based in Niedersachsen in western 
Germany, plans to use the mansion as a centre for far-right 
extremists and Holocaust deniers. The manor in the small 
village of Guthmannshausen, 50km northeast of Weimar, 
is a neo-classical property with 1,000 square metres of 
residential space, a pillared banqueting hall, a sauna and 
numerous outbuildings. 


Places of Remembrance has links with known Holocaust 
deniers, such as Ursula Haverbeck-Wetzel, its founder and 
former chairwoman, who has been convicted of incitement 
several times and whose two other organisations have 
been banned. 


“We have finally found a new home,” Schiedewitz 
declared in a message to his supporters. “We want to fill 
our manor with life in remembrance of our civilian victims 
of World War II through bombs, abduction and expulsion 
and in prison camps." 


State security officials in Thuringia say the purchase of 
the house was most probably masterminded by a female 
nazi named only as “B". She posed as an alternative 
medicine practitioner and deceived officials into believing 
she wanted to hold seminars in the building and rent it to 
other users. 


However, the security officials, who insisted they were 
not consulted during the sale, said that “B” was not only a 
member of Places of Remembrance but also had close links 
to a nazi group called the Society for Free Communication, 
the country's “largest far-right cultural organisation”. 


Thuringia's finance ministry has said it will investigate 
with a view to cancelling the sale but legal experts said this 
could take the state years. “The new owners of the manor 
will bring together neo-Nazis and old Nazis,” said Martina 
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Renner, a spokeswoman for Thiringen's opposition Left 
Party. “The Holocaust deniers will play a particularly 
important role." 


The group's clandestine purchase fits a well defined 
strategy which has enabled nazis gradually to increase 
their presence in the former communist east since 
Germany's reunification in 1990. 


In February 2010 two prominent nazis bought Trebnitz 
palace, a crumbling 18th century manor in an eastern 
German village about 30km southwest of Leipzig. Thomas 
Wulff and Axel Schunk bought the former seat of the 
aristocratic Rauchhaupt family at an auction for only €80,000. 


It was believed that Wulff and Schunk planned to use 
Trebnitz Palace as a far-right training centre. The region is 
a focal point for nazis. The NPD youth organisation has its 
headquarters in the nearby town of Bernburg and some 
leading eastern German extremists live in the area. 


Steffen Hupka, a local nazi, wanted to convert the 
palace into a far-right centre in 2001 and tried to make 
friends with the villagers by throwing a large party. But 
nothing came of the plan and the building fell into 
disrepair. Locals believe it would take hundreds of 
thousands of euros to make the palace usable. 


Nazis have tried to purchase properties in other towns 
around Germany in recent years and elsewhere in Europe, 
including the UK. In several cases these attempts were 
thwarted by exposure by anti-fascist publications including 
Searchlight, and by local resistance. One of the prime 
movers behind these plans was the German nazi lawyer 
and financial backer Jiirgen Rieger, and his death in 
October 2009 halted progress. 


New centre for Holocaust deniers? Photo: Maik Baumgartner 


Schools fail to clamp down on antisemitism 


THREE JEWISH TEENAGERS had to 
leave their schools because of 
antisemitism, in face of the indifference 
of the Belgian authorities. 

Oceane Sluijzer was told: “Dirty Jew, 
shut up and return to your country,” 
after she challenged Muslim girls 
who had excluded her from their 
group at a sports centre in Neder-Over- 
Hembeek, a Brussels suburb, where 
she plays football. 

The antisemitic insult came after the 
shy 13-year-old, who believed she was 
excluded because she is blond and not 
of Arab descent, asked four girls: 
“Why don't you respect me? Is it 
because | am not Arab?” 

Taken aback, Oceane replied: 

“I will not shut up and | am already 
in my country.” 

She was then slapped in the face twice 
and badly beaten by one girl for several 
minutes until she was rescued by her 
Indian friend. “If she had not been 
present, my daughter might have been 
killed," said her father Dan Sluijzer. 

In an interview with Israel's daily 
newspaper Yediot Aharonot and 
European Jewish Press, Oceane said 
the police told her that the four girls 
would be questioned and warned that 


if they behaved the same way again 
the complaint would go further. 

The police reportedly asked the girl and 
her father not to claim that this was an 
antisemitic act. 

The attack left her scared to leave her 
home and she never returned to her 
school. Shamefully her head teacher, 
form teachers and fellow students did 
not contact her after the attack. “| only 
received supporting phone calls and 
Facebook messages from fellow 
comrades of the Hashomer Hatsair 
youth movement." 

Even before the incident, Mr Sluijzer 
had been to see the school principal to 
explain to him that there was a problem 
of antisemitism in his school. “He told 
me: Mr Sluijzer, they are kids. Don't 
generalise what happens." Oceane and 
her 16-year-old sister Salome were the 
only Jewish students at the school, 
which is in a quiet, socially mixed 
neighbourhood. 

Oceane's father believes that her new 
school, in a different area of the city, 
will be able to protect her. “Jewish 
religion is taught. This didn't happen 
in the other school." 

Oceane does not believes that her 
attackers “won" because she left. One 


of the girls was permanently excluded 
from the school and two others were 
excluded for three days and told to 
write a project on the Holocaust and 
the deportation of Jews. 

Mr Sluijzer, 44, deplored the 
indifference of the Belgian authorities 
“like it was in 1940". “They prefer to 
let people fight each other. | would have 
expected the political parties to 
tell my daughter: we understand what 
happened and we will act so that this 
cannot happen again. Unfortunately 
nothing happened,” deplored Mr 
Sluizer, whose father's relations in 
the Netherlands were deported to 
Auschwitz. Only two of them survived. 

As well as the attack on Oceane 
Sluijzer, Jewish groups also reported the 
case of a 16-year-old Jewish student at 
the upmarket European Brussels School 
where boys of the same age repeatedly 
called her “dirty Jew” and harassed 
her because they disagree with Israel's 
policy towards the Palestinians. 

Her mother complained to the school 
but the reaction was unsatisfactory 
and her daughter transferred to a 
Jewish school. “It is unfair that the 
victim has to leave," commented 
the mother. 


National Socialist Underground might have killed in Ziirich 


A NAZI TERROR CELL responsible for at least ten murders 
in Germany might also have been behind the unexplained killing 
of a 70-year-old Israeli rabbi in Zurich more than ten years ago. 
The prosecutor's office in Karlsruhe, southwest Germany, is 
investigating links between extremists in Switzerland and the 
National Socialist Underground, which was discovered in 
November when two men were found dead in a rented 
camper van following a bank robbery that went wrong. 
A woman handed herself in to the police, after allegedly 
setting fire to the house she shared with the two men. 
The three had killed eight Turkish people, a Greek and a police 


woman between 2000 and 2007 while on the run after a bomb- 
making factory was discovered in 1998 in a rented garage in Jena. 

Rabbi Abraham Griinbaum was shot twice on 7 June 2001 
from a range of less than two metres. At the time the killing 
was suspected to be antisemitic but that could not be proved, 
though nothing was stolen from the rabbi. 

Although there is no hard evidence that the NSU was 
involved in rabbi Griinbaum's murder, the NSU is known to 
have had contact with Swiss extremists and the 2001 shooting 
coincided with a short burst of deadly NSU activity. There were 
also similarities in the methods used. 
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Casa Pound militant kills two in Florence 


shootings 


A MEMBER of the far-right 
Casa Pound group killed two 
Senegalese street vendors 
and wounded three people in 
a shooting spree in Florence 
on 13 December after which 
he apparently killed himself, 
police said. 

Witnesses said they saw 
the gunman calmly getting 
out of a car at a street market 
on Piazza Dalmazia, north of 
the historic city centre, and 
firing three shots that killed 
two vendors on the spot and 
gravely wounded a third. 

“The third man was taken 
to hospital. He survived but 
he will be paralysed for life,” 
said Roccangelo Tritto, a 
spokesman for the local 
Carabinieri police. 

The assailant, 50-year-old 
Gianluca Casseri, then moved 
to the San Lorenzo market in 
the city centre, a popular 
tourist destination, where he 
wounded two more people. 
“Then it appears that he 
killed himself," Tritto said, 
although news reports said 
he may have been killed by 
police in a shootout. 

Casa Pound, named after 
the American fascist poet 
Ezra Pound, is a far-right 
group that under the guise of 
a social centre has expanded 
from its original base in Rome 
to all Italy's main cities, 
attracting what it calls “third 
millennium fascists” with a 
calendar of “artistic events”. 
Its student section is called 
Giovinezza al Potere (Youth 
in Power), harping on 
“Giovinezza", the title of one 
of Benito Mussolini’s most 
popular songs. 


In March 2011 Casa Pound 
mobilised more than 1,000 
fascists to descend on the 
Trentino-South Tyrol region 
to remind German-speaking 
Austrians that “this is Italy" 
and “no one should touch 
our hero Benito Mussolini”. 

The six-storey building that 
gave its name to the group 
was seized by a bunch of 
Rome fascists and houses 
offices, meeting rooms, a 
conference room and 
apartments. Its Black Flag 
radio station broadcasts 24 
hours. 

Casa Pound was quick to 
distance itself from Casseri, 
an author of sci-fi novels 
from the town of Pistoia in 
Tuscany. “He was a bit 
strange, a bit lonely but he 
didn't seem crazy. He was 
living in his own world,” said 
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Fabio Barsanti, a regional 
coordinator for Casa Pound. 

“He didn't seem capable of 
doing something like this,” 
he said, adding: “We are 
against any type of violence. 
We consider the Senegalese 
humans like us.” 

Walter Veltroni, a centre- 
left Democratic Party 
politician, said the shootings 
were “a terrorist attack by a 
right-wing extremist. What 
happened in Florence is the 
product of a climate of 
intolerance against foreigners 
that has grown over the years 
and is just barbaric.” 

The day after the killings 
police in Rome carried out 
dawn raids against five 
alleged members of the far- 
right group Militia. The 
charges against them include 
“spreading ideas of racial and 


ethnic hatred". Prosecutors in 
Rome who ordered the 
arrests did not mention any 
link between the arrests and 
Casseri. 

Those detained are also 
accused of being apologists 
for fascism. Another 16 
alleged members of Militia, 
including a 15-year-old, have 
been placed under 
investigation. 

The arrest warrants stated 
that the suspects “wanted to 
lay the foundations for a 
revolutionary war”. 

The suspects are also 
accused of issuing threats 
against the leader of Rome's 
Jewish community, Riccardo 
Pacifici, and the speakers of 
Italy's two houses of parliament 
— Renato Schifani in the 
Senate and Gianfranco Fini in 
the Chamber of Deputies. 


An open letter to the Mayor of Predappio 


Dear Giorgio Frassineti, Mayor of Predappio 


THREE THOUSAND FASCISTS 
descended on Predappio last October to 
celebrate the anniversary of Mussolini's 
“March on Rome" in 1922. The date 
marked the beginning of the dictatorship 
and of one of the darkest pages in world 
history following the Mussolini-Hitler 
alliance. 

Mussolini's birthplace, Predappio, 
attracts about 100,000 fascist 
sympathisers every year. They pay 
homage at the dictator's tomb and at 
the house where he was born. Three 
large shops supply nazi-fascist 
paraphernalia and daily doses of fascist 
propaganda to passers by, including 
schoolchildren. British newspapers two 
years ago reported, “Predappio finally 


Benito Mussolini's childhood home 


bans fascist souvenirs”. It was based on 
false hopes. The annual October 
celebration sees the public display of the 
nazi-fascist salute with some participants 
in black shirts. As for swastikas and 
knives, one of the shop owners said, 
“inside we can sell what we like”. 

At the last October celebration the 
fascists defied your administration in a 
show of strength. You had warned that 
the point of assembly in the main square 
would remain inaccessible and cordoned 
off by railings because of road works in 
progress and that any challenge to such 
restrictions would amount to a 
provocation. The fascists had plenty of 
room to assemble elsewhere. But they 
intended to provoke and show, as they 


had intimated, that they could control 
the heart of the town. Your warning was 
ignored. According to reports, you 
watched with incredulity as the police 
chose to take advice on law and order 
not from you as the elected authority, 
but from Giulio Tam, the priest long 
associated with the nazi-fascists of Forza 
Nuova, led by the ex-terrorist Roberto 
Fiore. One wonders how best to help 
you respond to such provocations, which 
cause embarrassment to the town and 
the region as a whole in the eyes of the 
world. 

Last September you appeared at the 
Contemporary History Day Conference 
in Braunau, Hitler's birthplace in Austria, 
to discuss how to deal with the legacy of 
living in a town where a dictator was 
born. With the stream of worshippers 
visiting Mussolini's crypt and buying 
nazi-fascist gadgets, you were well 
placed to come up with some ideas. You 
said that Predappio should become “the 
frontline of democracy”. But antifascists 
all over the world: ask: how can that be if 
it remains a pilgrimage spot for neo- 
nazis? Perhaps to begin with you should 
hold a conference in Predappio along 
the lines of the one at Braunau, even if it 
means having delegates shocked at the 
sight of nazi-fascist paraphernalia and 
fascist propaganda displayed in the town 
centre. 

As for Mussolini's house, since it 
opened in 1999 it has hosted “art” 
exhibitions dealing mostly with the 
decorative aspects of fascism (postcards, 
architecture, posters, sports). Wouldn't it 
be more useful to mount exhibitions on 
the means of repression by which the 
regime was kept in place: torture and 
killings, the use of castor oil and house 
arrest for dissenters, the use of gas in 
colonial wars, interrogation techniques 
and information gathering, the 
surveillance methods over the 
population, thus making the kind of 
impact that one experiences, for 


Predappio’s unwanted visitors 


instance, on visiting the Stasi Museum in 
Leipzig? 

You heard in Braunau about the plan 
supported by the local Mayor, Johannes 
Waidbacher, to establish in Hitler's home 
a centre called House of Responsibility, 
with three large words covering the 
entire facade: PAST PRESENT FUTURE. 
The same could be done with Mussolini's 
house, choosing perhaps the words MAI 
PIU' FASCISMO (fascism never again) so 
that by next year the visiting nazi- 
fascists would be presented with an act 
of cultural and historical responsibility. 

You said that Predappio's enemies are 
“prejudice, isolation and banalisation of 
history". Antifascists must act together 
before they turn into hesitancy, fear and 
surrender. 


Yours sincerely, 


Alfio Bernabei 


Fascist souvenirs on sale 
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Georgia militia plot broken up 


By Leonard Zeskind 


ON 1 NOVEMBER, MEMBERS OF THE GEORGIA MILITIA 
were arrested for allegedly plotting to buy illegal weapons and 
planning to develop the poison ricin. They were supposedly 
planning to go on an assassination spree aimed at government 
officials. Four men over 65 were charged: Frederick Thomas, 
73, Dan Roberts, 67, Ray H. Adams, 65, and Samuel Crump, 
68. A confidential informant, someone who is out on bond 
while awaiting trial in a felony case, and a second person, an 
FBI agent, provided the information that broke the case, 
according to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 

The four men apparently got the idea for their murder spree 
from a militia-fantasy novel, Absolved, written by Mike 
Vanderboegh, an Alabamian whose major contribution to the 
militia movement is on the internet. His role as an instigator is 
well established. It was at Vanderboegh’'s insistence, for 
example, that the vandals broke the windows of Democratic 
Party headquarters in March 2010, during a heat debated over 
health care in Congress. It is rare, however, to see 


The Georgia militia would-be murder gang 
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Vanderboegh marching around in the Alabama woods; and it 
should be noticed that he has never been arrested himself, 
leading some cynics in the militia universe to conclude that 
Vanderboegh acts like an agent-provocateur. 

The gun charges — trying to buy a silencer and parts to 
change a rifle to automatic — are not particularly dramatic news 
in the United States. According to the Violence Policy Center, 
31,593 Americans were killed by gunfire in 2008, a number 
that includes both suicides and homicides. Under the table sales 
of silencers and other illegal gun parts go on regularly at many 
gun shows. Indeed, guns sales across the border to Mexican 
drug gangs are a fact of life, according to recent reports. 

Two elements make the Georgia case noteworthy, however. 
The four men are members of the Georgia militia and 
enmeshed in a web of racist and antisemitic politics; and the 
allegedly intended use of ricin. Ricin is a highly toxic poison 
developed in chemical warfare labs during the Cold War. Its 
first victim was Georgi Markov, a Bulgarian writer who had 
defected to London, where he was shot, via an umbrella, in 
the leg with a ricin pellet in 1978 and died shortly thereafter. 
In the United States, ricin has been sent through the mail on 
several different occasions, in intended, but failed, attempts to 
commit mass murder. If the four militiamen had succeeded in 
distributing the poison like they supposedly had planned, the 
victims could have been in the hundreds if not thousands. 
They never got as far as actually producing ricin, however, 
according to court documents and press accounts. 

By contrast, their membership in the Georgia militia was not 
a fantasy-driven plot. The militia still exists, but in a state 
considerably less active than in the 1990s. The last major militia 
case in Georgia was in 1996, when militiamen were convicted 
on weapons charges. In the current period, nine members of 
the Hutaree militia were arrested in 2010 and face serious gun 
and conspiracy charges in Michigan. One of the Hutaree men 
was set to plead guilty, as Searchlight went to press. 

Today, the militia in Georgia is apparently coordinated on a 
state level, as well as organised into geographic districts, and 
multiple “battalions” and “brigades”. One of the men in the 
plot, Dan Roberts, considers himself a captain and North East 
Georgia Liaison. His militia group sent a delegation to a 
meeting of the Council of Conservative Citizens, a white 
nationalist organisation that is the lineal descendant of the Jim 
Crow-era white Citizens’ Councils. On several occasions, 
Roberts helped organise large rallies and meeting in support of 
keeping the Confederate flag as part of the Georgia state flag 
and flying it from government buildings. 

Georgia was never, exactly, the Cradle of the Confederacy. 
That dishonour belongs to Alabama. But the battle in the 1950s 
and 1960s to legally desegregate Georgia was one of the fiercest 


in the country. Former Governor Lester Maddox, who in 1964 
infamously wielded axe handles in defence of his segregated 
restaurant, was still a hero in 1987 to Klansmen and numerous 
white people alike. In fact, Klan groups were still active in 
Georgia after their heyday had passed in Alabama and 
Mississippi, annually marching down the streets of Gainesville as 
late as 1991. Despite demographic changes, an influx of 
northerners looking for jobs, Mexicans crossing over to work in 
the chicken plants, and an expanding black population pushing 
into the ring of white suburbs around Atlanta, white-wing 
politics still play in this now Republican dominated state. 
Governor Nathan Deal was both a member of the original Tea 
Party Caucus in Congress and the primary sponsor of a bill 
intended to undo birthright citizenship and undermine the 
Fourteenth Amendment. If he ever pledged to defend the 
Constitution, he certainly only meant those parts he agreed with. 


at 
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In Georgia, the Tea Party brand of racism and bigotry is 
thriving. There are more than 11,000 members enrolled in one 
of the five national Tea Party membership networks. And there 


Known as an instigator but never arrested: Mike Vanderboegh 


were more than 150 different Tea Party chapters in 2010, 
although there is now a certain amount of melding and 
shaking out of the inactive chapters. The organisations are 
strong enough to be felt from the statehouse to the 
Governor's office. Four of the state's 13 congressional 
representatives, Paul Broun, Lynn Westmoreland, Phil Gingrey 
and Tom Price, are members of Congresswoman Michele 
Bachmann's Tea Party Caucus in Washington, DC. One of the 
Tea Party Patriots’ top two leaders, Jenny Beth Martin, hails 
from Georgia, giving her organisation — which is increasingly 
tied up with Birchers and bigots — more traction there. 

Martin has been subject to lawsuits and other forms of Tea 
Party infighting. Nevertheless, for “patriot” types that do not 
want to get caught up in a conspiracy plot by old militia 
gunmeisters, the Tea Party movement is a safe haven. 

It is not always successful, however. An anti-union measure 
backed by the Tea Party was soundly defeated in voting on 
election night, 8 November, in Ohio. The AFL-CIO poured 
resources, money and personnel into the state, and came away 
with a decisive victory. Similarly, one of the meanest anti- 
immigrant legislators in a state full of mean politicians, Arizona 
State Senator Russell Pearce, was run out of office in a recall 
election. And in Mississippi, an anti-abortion measure designed 
to define “life” at the moment of conception was defeated at 
the polls. A measure to curtail voting rights in that state, 


promulgated as a way to stop non-existent voter fraud, passed. 


Mississippians now battle with a poll tax by another name. 

Voting rights will be one of the biggest issues next year, as 
the United States moves towards the 2012 presidential 
elections. 


Marine Le Pen in New York, 
Washington, DC and Florida 


The French National Front's new leader, Marine Le 
Pen, visited the United States in November, in a 
move clearly intended to burnish her presidential 
campaign at home, and to try to rid the FN of the old 
stench of antisemitism that lingered in its ranks. High 
on her list was a meeting with Texas Congressman 
Ron Paul, who is running for president and has 
followers stashed inside the Occupy Wall Street 
movement. Along with Paul she had a brief meeting 
with Congressman Joe Walsh, a Republican from 
Illinois. 

Le Pen also met the Israeli ambassador to the 
United Nations, Ron Prosor, which was quickly 
denounced by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
And she travelled to Palm Beach, Florida, for a 
meeting with William Diamond, a Republican city 
councilman, a supporter of Herman Cain's 
presidential candidacy and a self-described big donor 
to the American-lsrael Political Action Committee. 
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State of the far right in Ukraine (part 2) 


By Anton Shekhovtsov 


LAST MONTH, Searchlight published the first of a series of articles that provide an overview of the far right in contemporary 
Ukraine. This month's article deals with Ukrainian ultranationalist social movements. 


1. All-Ukrainian 
Organisation “Stepan 
Bandera Trident” (Tryzub) 
Formed on 

14 October 1993. 
Leader: Andriy 
Stempits’ ky. 

Symbol: a red trident 

on a black cross-sword. 
Newspaper: 

Banderivets (Follower 
of Stepan Bandera). 
Website: banderivets.org.ua. 

Main ideas: ethnic ultranationalism, anticommunism, 
militarism. 

Tryzub was formed as a paramilitary unit of the Congress 
of Ukrainian Nationalists, but decided to become an 
independent organisation in 1999. In September 2009, 
Tryzub activists took part in attacks on gay people, and cut 
off the head of the Stalin monument in Zaporizhzhya in 
December 2010. At the end of that month, the monument 
was blown up and the police arrested several activists of 
Tryzub, including its leaders, on suspicion of setting off the 
explosion. The arrested activists were armed with a 
Kalashnikov, two air rifles, ammunition, knives and two 
grenades. 

Tryzub positions itself as a quasi-religious order and rejects 
any participation in politics. Given the arrest of the 
organisation's leading members, its future is unclear. 


2.Patriot of Ukraine (PoU) 


e Formed in 1996, reorganised in 2005 and registered 
on 17 January 2006. 


e Leader: Andriy Bilets'ky. 


¢ Symbol: a black wolf's hook (Wolfsangel), or a black 
trident, on a yellow background. 
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¢ Website: patriotukr.org.ua. 

e Main ideas: ethnic ultranationalism, racism, militarism. 
Originally formed as a paramilitary wing of the Social National 
Party of Ukraine, the PoU was officially disbanded when the 
party decided to pursue a respectabilisation agenda, but 
reappeared as an independent organisation with its main 
office in Kharkiv. The PoU — through the umbrella organisation 
Social National Assembly — is now also active in Kyiv and is 
aggressively present in Zhytomyr. According to various sources, 
the PoU maintains contacts with Kharkiv and Kyiv authorities 
who use the nazis for their own illegal business purposes. 


3.Nationalist Youth Congress (NYC) 

¢ Formed in 1998, reorganised on 10 February 2001. 

e Leader: Serhiy Kuzan (b. 1984). 

e Symbol: a black wolf's head in a red and white circle 
with two crossed swords in the background. 

¢ Website: ukrnationalism.org.ua/mnk/. 

¢ Main ideas: ethnic ultranationalism. 


The NYC was formed as 

a youth wing of the 
Congress of Ukrainian 
Nationalists but then 
became independent. 

This group is engaged 

in organising cultural 
events, camps for 
nationalist youth, and 
role-playing games. 

The NYC has also been 
actively republishing works 
of Ukrainian nationalists 
written from the interwar 
period onwards. It is one 
of the least radical far-right 
social movements in 
Ukraine. 


4. Social National Assembly (SNA) 

¢ Formed in November 2008. 

¢ Leader: Andriy Bilets’ky. 

* Symbol: a black wolf's hook (Wo/fsangel) on a yellow shield. 
¢ Newspaper: Nastup (Offensive). 

¢ Website: sna.in.ua. 

* Main ideas: ethnic ultranationalism, racism, militarism. 

The Kyiv-based SNA is an inter-organisational structure that 
unites Patriot of Ukraine and various small nazi groups such 
as Ukrainian Alternative, National Action “Rid” and “Sich” 
Association. The leaders of the SNA planned to register a 
party in 2011 but failed. In August 2011, three members of 
the SNA were arrested on bomb charges. Three more members 
of the organisation are in custody. In November, unknown 
persons shot two bullets into Andriy Bilets’ky, but he survived. 
The SNA still hopes to register a political party. 


5. Autonomous Resistance (AR) 
¢ Formed in 2008. 
¢ Leaders: Yevhen Gerasymenko (b. 1986), Yuriy 
Mykhal'chyshyn (b. 1982). 
* Symbol: a black-and-white drawing of a man ina 
balaclava set in a cogwheel. 
¢ Websites: reactor.org.ua, opir.info. 
¢ Main ideas: racism, national socialism, national anarchism, 
straight edge. 
AR was formed out of the currently non-existent nazi group 
called Ukrainian National Labour Party, but was later joined 
by Lviv-based extremists from the Svoboda party. The activities 
of AR, which positions itself as a leaderless resistance network, 
include leafleting and racist, social populist and straight-edge 
graffiti. In recent months, AR activists have tended to join the 
Svoboda party. One of the leaders of AR was at the top of 
that party's list at the 2010 regional elections and is now a 
member of the Lviv city council. 


(c) Onena Bino3zepceKka 
bilozerska.livejournal.com 


“Capitalism is slavery, socialism is freedom” says Autonomous Resistance, 
but the socialism it champions is the “national” variety 
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The Valley of the Fallen, Europe's fascist theme park 


By Pauline Fraser 


A MASSIVE CROSS dominates the skyline north of Madrid, 
overlooking the Valley of the Fallen. It stands above the 
subterranean crypt housing the remains of the fascist 
dictator General Franco. Constructed in the style of the Nazi 
monuments that a democratic Germany has seen fit to 
destroy, it attracts a motley gathering of European fascists 
on 20 November every year, the day of Franco's death. 

Some 20,000 Republican prisoners who escaped 
execution during the Spanish Civil War toiled in forced 
labour brigades to build the grotesque and egregiously 
expensive monument to one man’s megalomania. 

When Franco 
inaugurated his 
mausoleum in 1959, 
which also houses the 
tomb of the founder of 
the Spanish Falange, the 
former dictator Jose 
Primo de Rivera, his 
speech was “triumphant 
and vengeful. He gloated 
over the enemy ... and 
showed not the slightest 
trace of desire to see 
reconciliation between 
Spaniards,” wrote 
Professor Paul Preston in 
his biography of the 
dictator. 

At least 14 of the slave 
labourers are reputed to have died as a result of their work 
and were buried where they fell. Their deaths remain 
unrecorded. Many more lost limbs or died in the years that 
followed from silicosis. 

When the Spanish Socialist Party (PSOE) regained power 
in 2004, following the ousting of the right-wing Partido 
Popular (PP) which had falsely accused ETA of the Atocha 
bombings, a Law for the Recovery of Historical Memory 
was passed. For the first time since the restoration of 
democracy in Spain, families of Republicans could demand 
to know where their loved-ones lay buried and many 
began the search. 

As part of this process, the Commission of Experts on 
the future of the Valley of the Fallen was set up in May 
2011 to make recommendations. The Commission's report 
was submitted to the incoming right-wing Partido Popular 
(PP) government in late November 2011 following the 
defeat of the PSOE. 

The Commission's main recommendations were that the 
body of Franco should be exhumed and handed over to 
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his family for reburial, that a granite memorial should be 
erected with the names of the victims of both sides 
inscribed upon it, and that there should be a centre for 
interpretation of the site which would explain the 
circumstances in which the huge cemetery was created. 
The latest estimate is that the remains of 33,837 victims of 
both sides are buried there, from what is known in Britain 
as the Spanish Civil War. 

Virgilio Zapatero, one of the report's authors, 
emphasised how incongruous it was that Franco, who was 
not killed in the Spanish Civil War, should have his remains 
interred in a mausoleum 
whose stated purpose was 
' to honour those who fell in 
| the war. 

Jose Blanco, 
spokesperson for the PP 
government, opened the 
Council of Ministers on 2 
December 2011 by 
‘| announcing that the Valley 
of the Fallen would 
become a place of 
reconciliation. That view 
* faces fierce opposition from 
,| the organisation that co- 

: ordinates those seeking 
justice for the victims of 
} Franco's fascism. 

"em The President of the Forum 
for Memory, Jose Maria Pedrono, rejects the report's 
conclusion that there should be equality between the two 
sides in the Spanish Civil War. “We can't equate those 
who led a coup d'état with the democrats who defended 
the legally established government." 
The Federation of Forums for Memory denounced the 
Valley as a mausoleum for the dictator Franco and as “the 
only theme park for fascism in Europe". On 20 November 
2010, a major stand-off took place at the Valley of the 
Fallen between the fascists and anti-fascists, supporting 
the Forums of Memory. 
There is currently plenty of speculation in the Spanish 
media about whether the PP intends to implement the 
proposals of the Commission in whole, or in part, and if so, 
which parts. 
In theory, the decision on the future of the Valley of the 
Fallen rests with the Catholic Church in Spain rather than 
the government, as Franco placed the monument into the 
Church's safekeeping. Today, it is home to a large number 
of monks. 
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Far-Right.com: Nationalist Extremism 


on the Internet 


Edited by Paul Jackson and Gerry Gable (Searchlight Magazine/RNM 
Publications, 2011) ISBN 978-0-9522038-8-9 Price £8.50 UK inc p&p 


Reviewed by Adam Carter 


THE INTERNET has been a 
key driver of support and 
inspiration for both the 
electoral and the violent 
fringes of the contemporary 
extreme right. Websites and 
blogs, as well as social 
media such as Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter, have 
allowed organised racists to 
disseminate their 
propaganda and ideology to 
a wider audience than ever 
before. At the same time 
forums and discussion 
groups have allowed racists 
and extremists to find and 
communicate with like- 
minded souls, exchange 
ideas and tactics, gossip 
about fellow activists and 
the “nationalist 
movement", organise 
against their opponents and 
develop new strategies and 
activities. Most worryingly, 
the internet also allows 
racist extremists to access 
the most vile, hate-filled 
and provocative 
propaganda as well as 
immensely dangerous 
information on bomb- 
making and terror tactics. It 
is no coincidence that in 
almost every case of 
extreme-right terrorism — 
from London nailbomber 
David Copeland to Oslo 
gunman Anders Behring 
Breivik — there is 
documented evidence of 
the internet being used as a 
source of radicalisation and 
practical guidance. 

It is surprising therefore 


that the topic of the far 
right and the internet has 
received so little serious 
attention from scholars and 
journalists apart from a 
handful of articles in 
academic journals, some 
material in Searchlight and 
a small number of reports 
by US-based organisations 
monitoring hate groups. 
That gap has now been 
filled by this excellent 
pamphlet published by 
Searchlight Magazine in 
conjunction with the 
Radicalism and New Media 
Research Group at the 
University of Northampton. 
The book consists of an 
illuminating introduction by 
Searchlight Magazine 
publisher (and now editor) 
Gerry Gable, five case 
studies examining the use of 
the internet by a broad 
range of organisations on 
the extreme right in the UK 
and a short conclusion by 
Dr Paul Jackson. Subjects 
covered include the 
Islamophobic street-based 
social movement activism of 
the English Defence League 
(EDL), the British National 
Party's ambivalent 
relationship with the 
internet, a comparison of 
unsuccessful money-making 
schemes from Final Conflict 
and the BNP, the online and 
offline activity of racist 
subcultures such as the 
Blood & Honour white 
power music organisation 
and the violent extremism 


of terrorist 
groupuscules 
(tiny highly 
politicised 
groups) such as 
the Aryan Strike 
Force. 

Each chapter 
contains 
interesting 
insights. The 
EDL, perhaps 
more than any 
other far-right 
group, has relied 
heavily on the 
internet, 
particularly 
Facebook, and 
Dr Paul Jackson's 
superb analysis 
demonstrates 
how the EDL's “new right” 
ideology — combining 
populism and Islamophobia 
— has been tailored to its 
core constituency of racists 
and football hooligans by 
effective use of social 
media. Sonia Gable's 
chapter provides a useful 
history of how the internet 
is a double-edged sword for 
established racist 
organisations such as the 
BNP. The BNP started out 
with grand ideals about the 
potential of the online 
world (and at one point the 
BNP's website was the most 
visited of any political party 
in the UK) but the chapter 
skilfully demonstrates how, 
as dissatisfaction with Nick 
Griffin's leadership 
developed among the party 


FAR-RIGHTSCOM 


NATIONALIST EXTREMISM 
ON THE INTERNET 


Epirors: Paul JACKSON AND Gerry GABLE 


Book series; Mapping the Far-Right 


faithful, the internet became 
a central battleground. As 
the main way of 
communicating with party 
members and the public the 
BNP website became a focal 
point for dissenters, with 
several webmasters 
resigning and a proliferation 
of local anti-Griffin blogs 
being established by 
renegade BNP activists, 
which eventually culminated 
in the leaking online of the 
entire BNP membership list. 
Griffin's attempts to control 
the website are shown to 
reveal both his dictatorial 
tendencies and the inherent 
problems of keeping the 
party members “on- 
message” with a medium 
which naturally lends itself 
to grassroots networking 
and free expression. 
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Matthew Feldman's and 
Paul Jackson's chapter on 
the Aryan Strike Force 
demonstrates the most 
profound dangers of far- 
right extremists using the 
internet — their leader was 
sentenced to ten years in 
prison for plans to produce 
the deadly poison ricin — but 
it also offers a much needed 
international perspective. 
The only minor criticisms | 
would make of the book are 
that some of the most 
interesting issues it raises 


cannot be discussed in 
detail because of length 
constraints. Hopefully 
subsequent research can 
analyse such issues as the 
nature of the links between 
international groups, the 
actual process of 
radicalisation over the 
internet, whether lessons 
can be learned from 
research into Islamist 
terrorism, the growing 
prominence of Twitter, the 
increasing influence of blogs 
and how the use of the 


internet/social media by 
anti-fascist campaigners 
impacts on the extreme 
right and vice versa. 

This is apparently the first 
of several collaborations 
between Northampton 
University and Searchlight 
Magazine in a new series 
called Mapping the Far- 
Right (following the Lone 
Wolf report to which both 
parties contributed earlier 
this year). If the quality of 
the rest of that series 
matches this impeccably 


researched and referenced 
initial project, then it will 
become an invaluable and 
must-read source of 
information and analysis for 
activists, academics, 
practitioners and 
policymakers. 


You can buy Far-right.com: 
Nationalist Extremism on 
the Internet at 
www.searchlightmagazine.c 
om or by sending a cheque 
for £8.50 to Searchlight, PO 
Box 1576, Ilford 1|G5 ONG 


Treblinka: A Survivor's 
Memory (Chil Rajchman, Maclehose, 2011) 


Reviewed by Adam Carter 


THIS IS A REMARKABLE, 
powerful, and harrowing 
memoir. 

Chil Rajchman, a Polish 
Jew, was sent to the 
Treblinka death camp with 
his sister in 1942. His sister 
was almost immediately 
murdered in the gas 
chambers and in a very 
poignant scene he describes 
finding the dress she was 
wearing before her death. 
Rachjman survived Treblinka 
as he was chosen by the 
Nazis as one of the 
Sonderkommandos (the 
Jews forced to help in the 
camp with the process of 
extermination). He describes 
in graphic and at times 
almost unbearable detail the 
awful tasks he is forced to 
carry out — cutting women's 
hair before they are gassed, 
moving dead bodies and 
removing gold fillings from 
the teeth of the corpses — 
while the industrialised 
process of dehumanising 


people and slaughtering 
them continues all around 
him. 

The gas chambers at 
Treblinka are estimated to be 
responsible for the deaths of 
about 800,000 Jews in 
addition to thousands of 
Roma people and this account 
is a forensic analysis of the 
machinery of genocide. The 
daily hell of the camp is 
depicted vividly — the 
continual beatings, the 
brutal sadism of the Nazis 
and their Ukrainian helpers, 
the casual executions, 
perpetual hunger, 
exhaustion and terrible 
disease — as well as the 
psychological toil, the 
entwined pressures of the 
fear of death, the desire to 
live and the crippling guilt 
for still being alive. 

It is extraordinary that in 
the dark depths of such 
depravity, the surviving 
Jewish inmates were able 
not only to hold on to some 
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vestiges of human 
decency and 
dignity but also to 
actively organise 
against the Nazis. 
In August 1943, in 
an act of 
breathtaking 
courage, the 
prisoners fought 
back against their 
barbaric oppressors 
(the “murderers” 
as Rajchman labels them) by 
stealing weapons from the 
armoury and setting fire to 
the camp, with hundreds 
eventually escaping into the 
nearby forests. Most were 
later captured and executed 
but Rajchman managed to 
make his way to Warsaw 
and survived the rest of the 
war with the strong desire to 
bear witness to the evil he 
had endured and seen. His 
testimony is 

all the more important as 
the Nazis made every effort 
to conceal the horrors 
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A SURVIVOR'S MEMORY 


‘An essential, harrowing document” 
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that had taken place in 
Treblinka. 

Most of the book is 
written in the present tense 
which gives it a visceral and 
shocking immediacy and the 
author's prose is 
unhysterical, aiming for 
historical accuracy rather 
than sensationalism, and all 
the more heartrending as a 
result. The manuscript was 
apparently written (in 
Yiddish) while the author 
was still in hiding before the 
end of the war when the 
memories must have been 
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acutely painful and vivid. It 
has only just been translated 
into English and though this 
is an upsetting and 
profoundly moving book, it 
is also essential reading for 


all who wish to understand 
the extremes of fascism and 
racial hatred. 

An affecting essay by the 
Russian author Vasily 
Grossman (one of the first 


eyewitness accounts of the 
camps) accompanies 
Rajchman's memoir and his 
own words are a fitting 
testament: “It is the writer's 
duty to tell the terrible truth, 


and it is a reader's civic duty 
to learn this truth. To turn 
away, to close one's eyes 
and walk past is to insult the 
memory of those who 
perished." 


On Utoya: Anders 


Breivik, Right Terror, 


Racism and Europe 


Edited by Tad Tietze, Guy Rundle and Elizabeth 
Humphrys (Elguta Press, Oct 2011), available as an 


e-book from Amazon 


Reviewed by Adam Carter 


THIS IS A COLLECTION of 
short essays on the issues 
surrounding Anders Behring 
Breivik and the murderous 
attacks in Oslo and on 
Utoya island that he 
committed in July 2011. It is 
written by left-leaning 
journalists, academics and 
activists from Britain and 
Australia — none of whom 
were familiar to this 
reviewer for work on the 
extreme right. It describes 
itself as “a response by 

the Left to the mass killing 
of those on the Left, for 
reason of their politics”. 
The book was published 
only a few months after the 
events in Norway and it 
reads at times more like a 
collection of interesting 

and well-meaning blog 
posts rather than a coherent 
and deeply researched 
account. 

Despite its piecemeal 
approach, there are some 
interesting and worthwhile 
insights scattered through 
the book. It was fascinating 
(for this reader anyway) to 
learn some more about the 


state of the extreme right 
and Islamophobia in 
Australia, for example. The 
book is particularly strong 
on how there has been a 
concerted effort to 
depoliticise Breivik's actions 
and present him as an 
isolated and deranged 
(“insane” or “mad") 
individual who was 
motivated by madness 
rather than ideological 
conviction. On Utoya was 
published before the recent 
report from the Norwegian 
mental health experts but 
several chapters are 
prescient in describing how 
the Islamophobic 
commentators and blog- 
writers, who clearly 
influenced and inspired 
Breivik's actions through 
their own words, are now 
trying desperately to 
distance themselves from 
how he converted their 
inflammatory rhetoric into 
murderous reality. There 
are some good chapters 
on the media reaction to 
the terrible events, and 
some telling contrasts with 


the media 
response to 
Islamist terrorism. 
It is also important 
to be reminded of 
how much 
Breivik's murderous 
extremism was driven by his 
powerful loathing for the 
left — even a centrist social 
democratic left — which he 
held responsible for 
immigration, 
multiculturalism and liberal 
attitudes towards Islam. 
Where the book is much 
weaker is in its discussion of 
the far-right milieu from 
which Breivik emerged. 
There are passing references 
to the EDL and to some of 
the leading “anti-Jihad" and 
Islamophobic bloggers such 
as Daniel Pipes, Pamela 
Geller and Robert Spencer, 
but these references are 
sprinkled throughout the 
book when there needed to 
be several chapters which 
explored and explained this 
in far more detail. It should 
also have looked in greater 
depth at Breivik's 
involvement both online 
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and as a participant in the 
Norwegian populist radical 
right as well as the links 
with like-minded 
organisations in Europe. 
It might have been a 
stronger book with another 
edit that excised some 
of the weaker chapters 
and provided more 
intellectual coherence to the 
structure and a more 
informed context for the 
debates around the extreme 
right, Islamophobia and 
terrorism. Despite some 
links to blogs and 
newspapers embedded in 
the text, there are no 
references or a bibliography. 
As an insight into the 
thinking of elements of the 
contemporary left on some 
of these issues, the book 
has some merits. As a guide 
to the wider Islamophobic 
and extreme-right currents 
that influenced Breivik, its 
use is far more limited. 
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eaders' action 


Keep London free of this ally of extremists 


On page 6 of this magazine you will have read that Jacques Verges, known as the Devil's advocate, has been 
invited to participate in a panel discussion on international justice at the School of Oriental and African Studies, 
part of the University of London. 


Vergeés's name will be familiar to those who have stood out against Nazism and extremist terror. For those to 
whom it is not well known, there is plenty of information about him on pages 6-9. This is the man who, with 

the financial and political backing of some of the top postwar nazis and their allies, has defended mass murderers 
and war criminals from Klaus Barbie, the “Butcher of Lyon”, to the cold-blooded terrorist killer Carlos the Jackal 
and more recently Pol Pot's chief Khmer Rouge henchman who was responsible for the Cambodian killing fields, 
where around two million men, women and children were put to death. 


Why a School of London University should invite and permit his presence is beyond all reason and justice. His 
role goes well beyond the legal representation needed to ensure his criminal clients get a fair trial. 


It may be argued that as a citizen of an EU state he has the right of entry to the UK, but it is possible for the Home 
Office to ban EU citizens if their presence is not conducive to the public good. We think that applies to Jacques Verges. 


Readers who want to protest about this man’s visit should contact Theresa May MP, the Home Secretary, and 
James Brokenshire MP, the parliamentary under secretary of state responsible for crime and security, at: 
The Home Office, 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DF. 


Tel: 020 7035 4848 
Email: public.enquiries@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk; james.brokenshire.mp@parliament.uk 


You can also contact Professor Paul Webley, director of SOAS, to express your shock at the invitation to Verges, at: 
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H OXG 


Tel: 020 7898 4014 
Email: pw2@soas.ac.uk 


Naturally we ask you to express your views politely. 


NEW WEBSITE 


New Searchlight magazine website 


News - blog - reader comments — 


features — resources — and more 


www.searchlightmagazine.com 
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Searchlight 


internationally Published monthly since 1975 


INVESTIGATIVE 
ANALYTICAL 
INTERNATIONAL ja 
CAMPAIGNING 
EXPOSING 


Every month, for over 36 years, Searchlight 
has exposed the far right in Britain and 
abroad. It carries out investigations, reports 
on fascist activity and supports community- 
based anti-fascist organisations. It is the first 
port of call for activists, academics and 
journalists. 


The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself informed on 
what is going on in the BNP and the rest of 
the extreme right you should subscribe to 
Searchlight. 


Subscribing by standing order will save you 
20% on the cover price and protect you 
from future price rises. Searchlight, the 
essential magazine for anti-fascists. 
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Su bscri be to Searchlight bs Exclusive: top German nazi in 
London for secret meetings 

£24 UK individuals £18 UK concessions* £32 UK organisations i 

£36 Europe individuals £43 Non Europe individuals £48 All non-UK organisations 


Please start my subscription with the next issue 
(cheques made payable to Searchlight) 


Name 
Address 
1936 Catholics and Jews stopped Mosley 
Postcode 2011 Muslims and Jews stand shoulder to 
shoulder against today’s fascists q 
Amount £ senaneetemmtianmmeneemeenee 
Or pay by standing order 
Please debit my account with the sum of £ immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 


Your bank name & address 


Account No Sort Code 


Signature Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, 
Sort Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) 


PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. *Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 


Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our subscription list to any outside party. 


Fighting 
fascism and 
racism 
internationally 


Searchlignt 


Pee! 


In the front line against racism and fascism 


Searchlight was founded in May 1964 as 
an intelligence-led newspaper and press 
agency. It is Searchlight's strength and 
experience at gathering and analysing 
intelligence that has ensured its leading 
role in effectively fighting fascism and 
organised racism for nearly 50 years. 


Its investigations of far-right extremism in 
Britain and abroad have resulted in dozens of 
convictions, notably the synagogue arsonists’ 
gang led by Colin Jordan, the British nazi 
godfather, Jordan himself for numerous 
charges and John Tyndall, founder of the 
British National Party, for firearms offences. 


Searchlight halted the plans to bomb the 
Notting Hill Carnival in the early 1980s in the 
wake of an international terrorism trial that 
encompassed Paris, Munich and Bologna. 


Dozens of smaller investigations by 
Searchlight helped put many right-wing 
extremists in prison. 


In spring 2011 Searchlight published a 
report commissioned by a minister in the 
outgoing Labour Government which 
investigated the issue of far-right “lone 
wolf" terrorism in the UK. It analysed nearly 
40 cases of people who committed, 
prepared for or encouraged acts of 
terrorism, including many that Searchlight 
had helped expose, and concluded that far- 
right terrorists are not lone wolves but are 
connected with far-right networks that 
espouse a violent racist and fascist ideology. 


In October Gerry Gable returned to the job 
of editor, supported by Sonia Gable, whose 
investigation, analysis and exposure of the 
BNP's financial irregularities contributed to 
the collapse of the BNP’s voting and activist 
support. Both work unpaid. 


i 


Over many years, Searchlight has helped make 
many of the better documentary programmes 
investigating the far right in Britain. 


Today the magazine is run by a dedicated 
international team of investigators, writers, 
researchers and young academics. 


Searchlight has received support from people 
across the political spectrum, religious 
leaders, trade unionists, professionals, 
academics, and people from business, sport 
and culture, including some of Britain's best 
postwar playwrights and film-makers. 


Although the BNP is currently not an 
electoral threat, other extreme-right parties 
are vying to take its place and populist 
radicalism and Islamophobia are rising across 
Europe and further afield. This fluid situation 
makes it even more urgent that we turn our 
intelligence and analysis capabilities into a 
powerful weapon against those who aim to 
kill off our democratic and just society. 


To do that we need your support. 
Subscriptions to the magazine are not 
enough to keep the magazine — an 
important forum and focus of our intelligence 
work — in production as well as maintain our 
intelligence operation. We therefore hope 
our supporters will donate as much as they 
can to support Searchlight's ongoing and 
necessary work. All money raised from this 
appeal will go towards investigating and 
exposing Britain's fascists and racists. 


You can give in two ways: 


e Using the donate button on our website, 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 


¢ Sending a cheque, payable to Searchlight, 
to Searchlight magazine, PO Box 1576, 
Ilford 1|G5 OHE 


Thank you from the Searchlight team. 


Enemies old and new 


“| have read Searchlight for 
the past 24 years. | find its | 
illumination of the issues 
essential to my work as 
an MEP.” 
Glenys Kinnock, Baroness 
Kinnock of Holyhead 
(MEP 1994-2009) 


“Searchlight has done an 
enormously important job for 
the anti-racist and anti-fascist 
movement over a great many 

years. Trade unions must be 
in the forefront of facing 
the challenge." 
Brendan Barber, TUC 
General Secretary 


“Everyone who wants 
to understand contemporary 
racism and its historical 
background needs to read 
Searchlight.” 
Professor Colin Holmes, 
University of Sheffield 


“I have always taken huge 
inspiration from your unrivalled 
commitment and track record 
in the fight against fascism." 
Jeremy Newmark, 

Chief Executive, Jewish 
Leadership Council 


“Your vision and courage in 
identifying the threat posed by 
extremism and your efforts over 
the decades to combat it are of 
profound importance.” 
Karen Pollock, Chief Executive, 
Holocaust Educational Trust 


Former East London BNP European nazi groupie Milton Derek Beackon (left to right) Bernadette Jaggers, owner of a Southend sec 
organiser Dave Hill Ellis Griffin, Jeremy “Jez” Bedford-Turner, organiser of the lona 
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